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CITY OF POLSON 

CITY COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Commission Chambers                   February 2, 2015                                  7:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Heather Knutson, Commissioners Campbell, Erickson, Morrison, Siler, 

Southerland, and Turner, City Manager Shrives, City Clerk Cora Pritt 

CITY STAFF Present: Street Superintendent Terry Gembala, Water/Sewer Superintendent Tony 

Porrazzo 

CALL TO ORDER: (00:05) Mayor Knutson called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  Roll call was taken.  

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA (1:34)-Commissioner Turner motion to approve the 

proposed agenda.  Commissioner Erickson second.  City Commission discussion:  none                        

Public comment:  none VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 

( 2:03)-Lee Manicke, Ward 2-question about the Polson Development Code Re-Write schedule.  City 

Manager Shrives answered that Dave DeGrandpre hopes to have the new schedule this week.  

CONSENT AGENDA: (3:12) a. Claims January 15-28, 2015, b. City Commission Meeting Minutes 

January 21, 2015, c. Wal-Mart Utility Easement-Water Out lots 1 and 2.   Commissioner 

Southerland motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Morrison second.  City 

Commission discussion:  none  Public comment:  none    VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS; (4:07) City Manager Shrives gave the following comments:   

 February 3, 2015 there will be a work session.  The topic will be the Water Compact.  The 

attorney for the Water Compact will be in attendance to explain the document.  This work session will 

begin at 6:00 p.m.   

February 9, 2015 will be a work session to discuss the Planning Department fees.  The meeting 

will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

February 18, 2015 will be the next regularly scheduled Commission meeting.  There will be a 

Public Hearing at 6:30 p.m.  This hearing is to obtain public comment needs assessment as a part of the 

CDBG Grant application.  

Last week Tony Porrazzo, Ashley Walker, Brandon Parker, and City Manager took a trip to 

Denver, CO along with Dowl/HKM Engineer Kevin Johnson.  Spent a few days touring five SBR 

wastewater treatment plants.  Learned a lot about options and design criteria.  Public Comment:  Diane 

Speer, Polson, asked about the start time of the February 3, 2015 meeting.  The agenda reads 6:30 p.m.  

City Manager Shrives answered that was a mistake and the agenda would be corrected.  The start time is 

6:00 p.m.  Andrew Speer, Polson, asked the topic of discussion for the February 9, 2015 workshop.  

Mayor Knutson answered it will be a work session to discuss the Building/Planning Fee schedule.   

   

APPROVE SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE 2015-ORD#001 ADOPTING CHAPTER 

2, ARTICLES 7 AND 8 OF THE CITY OF POLSON BOOK OF ORDINANCES. (8:28) City 

Manager Shrives presented this agenda item.  City Attorney Richard Gebhardt provided a memo 

explaining Eminent Domain.  There were several minor typographical errors that will need to be 

corrected.  Commissioner Campbell motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2015-

001 adopting Chapter 2 Articles 7 and 8 of the City of Polson Book of Ordinances with 
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revisions as stated. Commissioner Turner second.  Commission discussion: none  Public 

Comment:  Lee Manicke, Ward 2, commented about the codification revisions that were supposed 

to be posted to the website so that the public could review and make comments.  The first one was 

posted but since then nothing has been posted.  The documents do get posted with the agenda as an 

attachment, but don’t stay on long.  Mr. Manicke further commented that he did not have an 

opportunity to read Mr. Gebhardt’s memorandum.  VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried 

 

APPROVE THE RESOLUTION AND ATTACHED SERVICE PLAN OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF POLSON ESTABLISHING A SERVICE PLAN FOR THE CITY. (15:31) 

City Manager Shrives presented this agenda item.  This item was tabled at the last meeting until 

some questions could be answered.  City Attorney Gebhardt gave an opinion along with a couple of 

court cases and this satisfied the questions that Commissioner Campbell had.  There were two 

additional corrections to be made.  On page 24 under 8 e; delete e that is not used for new 

development.  Commissioner Campbell commented that on page 13 it needs to read seven ground 

water wells with six in service.  Commissioner Siler commented on page 20, Item 4 should read City 

Clerk not City Attorney.  Commissioner Southerland motion to approve the resolution and 

attached service plan with amendments as indicated of the City Commission of Polson 

establishing a Service Plan for the City of Polson.  Commissioner Siler second.  Commission 

discussion:  none  Public comment:  none   VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried. 

 

APPROVE THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF POLSON AND MONTANA 

WEST LLC FOR THE PLACEMENT OF UTILITITES WITHIN THE CITY RIGHT-OF-

WAY.  IT IS UNDERSTOOD THIS AGREEMENT WILL NO LONGER BE IN EFFECT 

AFTER THE CITY ADOPTS AN UPCOMING EXCAVATION ORDINANCE. (20:04) City 

Manager Shrives presented this agenda item.  Once this agreement is put in place Montana West 

LLC is aware that there will be an Ordinance coming and once that Ordinance is in place it will 

supersede this agreement.  Commissioner Campbell asked if there should be language put in the 

document covering restoring surface.  City Manager Shrives answered that will be covered in the 

Ordinance.  Commissioner Turner asked when the Ordinance would be coming.  City Manager 

Shrives answered it will be a couple of months.  Commissioner Southerland motion to approve 

the agreement between the City of Polson and Montana West LLC for the placement of utilities 

within the City Right-of-Way.  It is understood this agreement will no longer be in effect after 

the City adopts an upcoming excavation ordinance.  Commissioner Campbell second.  

Commission discussion:  none  Public comment:  none  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

PRESENTATION OF CONCEPTUAL PLAN OF SOCEER COMPLEX AND ANNEXATION 

OF THE POLSON YOUTH SOCEER BOARD PROEPRTY. (23:51) Joslyn Shackelford 

presented this agenda item.  The 20 acres are located between the Aquatic Center and the Cemetery.  

The property is currently landlocked so an easement will be requested from the Ridgewater 

Subdivision.  There will be four fields developed for the Polson Youth Soccer Complex.  This will be 

a private recreation facility with fencing and a gate.  There will be a concession stand with restroom 

facilities.  A gravel parking lot and gravel walking path.  There are no dates at this time for 

construction begin or completion.  There will be no lighting at the facility.   Annexation will be 

presented at the February 18, 2015 Commission meeting.   

 

Prior to adjournment, Mayor Knutson asked if there were any requests for Detail Minutes.  There 

were no requests.   
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Mayor Knutson asks for a Motion to Adjourn. (36:26) Commissioner Turner motion to adjourn.  

Commissioner Campbell second.  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried.   

 

ADJOURN:  7:39 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Heather Knutson, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:   

 

__________________________________ 

Cora E. Pritt, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


