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CITY OF POLSON                            

COMMISSION MEETING 
                                                                                            

Commission Chambers                   February 17, 2016                                  7:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Heather Knutson, Commissioners Coutts, Donovan, Erickson, Siler, and 

Southerland, Turner, City Manager Mark Shrives, City Finance Officer Cindy Dooley 

OTHERS PRESENT (who voluntarily signed in): Jeremiah Coutts, Elsa Duford, Lita Fonda,                      

Rick LaPiana, Bonnie Manicke, and Lee Manicke 

 

CALL TO ORDER: (00:01) Mayor Knutson called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  Roll call was taken.  

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA (00:42) - Commissioner Turner motion to approve the 

proposed agenda.  Commissioner Erickson second.  City Commission discussion:  none                 

Public comment:  none    VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 

( 01:11)-Commissioner Southerland commented that there will be an Economic Development Council 

presentation at Mission Bay Clubhouse at 4:30 p.m. regarding the Resort Tax.  The public is welcome. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA (02:09)-(a). February 1-11, 2016 claims, (b). City Commission meeting Minutes 

February 1, 2016.    Commissioner Turner motion to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner 

Donovan second.     Commission discussion: Commissioner Siler commented on the expense that was 

paid on Well #2 pump replacement. There will also be a repair on Well #3 on 15th.  That invoice will be 

coming.   Public Comment:  Elsa Duford inquired on whether or not Well #2 is operating.  Also Elsa 

Duford asked if the new well is operational yet.  City Manager Shrives answered no that well is not 

working yet.    VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried  

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS (05:15)-City Manager Shrives commented on the following: The 18 

hole golf course is open for carts only.  The Olde 9 is still closed.  Reminded Commission about the 

Strategic Planning Workshop on February 27th at the Golf Course Restaurant from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., 

The WORDA Grant is awarded to projects that are ready to start construction, so the City will be put on 

the list for next year.  The Greater Polson Community Foundation sent the City a copy of their recent 

annual report.   The Polson Police Department has hired a new officer.  Jim Atkins will be joining the 

force on February 23rd.    Polson Police Corporal George Simpson was able to secure an $11,569.00 grant 

for new Tasers in conjunction with the joint DUI taskforce.  May 18th the Polson Police Department will 

host the Law Enforcement Parade.  There will be a program at Linderman Elementary School. The 

speakers will be Attorney General Tim Fox, a speaker from COPS, an organization for fallen officer’s 

widows, Tribal Police Chief Craig Couture will also speak. The Fireman’s Ball will be March 12th, 6:00 

p.m. at the KwaTaqNuk.  Fire Chief Cottle has tickets for sale.  The price is $40.00.  The first week in 

March is the annual Fire Department Stair Climb competition.  On February 26th, at MacKenzie River the 

Fire Department will be waiting tables to raise money thru tips to help fund the Stair Climb.  Parks 

Director Karen Sargeant has turned in her resignation from the City of Polson.  Karen will be moving on 

to Chelan, WA where she will assume the position of Parks and Recreational Director there.  Karen’s 

final day of employment will be March 18th.  Karen addressed the Commission and thanked them for 

opportunities she has been given while in her employment with the City of Polson.  Mayor Knutson 

commented that she will be missed and wished her well in her new position.  Golf Maintenance 

Supervisor Pat Nowlen and Golf Maintenance Asst. Natalia Arlent will be interim overseer of the Parks 

Department while we transition. 
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APPROVE SECOND READING OF TREE ORDINANCE NO. 2016-001 AMENDMENT TO 

PARKS & RECREATION ORDINANCES (19:22)-City Manager Shrives presented this agenda item.   

There was a red-line version given along with the edited version of the ordinance.  Mayor Knutson 

requested the term advisory board be changed to advisory committee in section B7 to differentiate 

between the Tree Board and the Advisory Board.  The term Chairperson will be added to B6.  

Commissioner Southerland commented to remove the space in 8E also remove “the” in 9. It should read 

the Board.  Commissioner Erickson asked what the process is for birch trees on 4th Avenue.  Karen 

Sargeant explained that an insect named Birch Boar destroyed the trees.  Commissioner Southerland 

motion to approve the 2nd reading of Ordinance Number 2016-001 of the Tree Ordinance 

Amendment (Section 15.02.230) to Chapter 15, Articles 1 and 2-Parks Regulations as part of the 

City of Polson Book of Ordinances.  Commissioner Siler second.  Commission discussion:  none  

Public comment:  Lita Fonda inquired if this addresses trees in the boulevard on the right-of-way?  

Mayor Knutson answered yes, if there is a City owned or a tree in the City right-of-way the City takes 

care of those trees.  Elsa Duford commented during the January 20th meeting that the punishment on 

here, unless deliberate vandalism, is very harsh.  The penalty can be located under G.  During the 

December 20, 2010 meeting Elsa commented that she spoke with the Forest Intern about the right-of-way 

and ownership of trees before the establishment of the original Tree Ordinance.  The trees were to be 

mapped so that the public would know the locations. Elsa also asked if anyone had checked into the 

weeds and tall grass she brought up during the January 20th meeting.  Mayor Knutson commented she 

thought the lot is Tribal owned.  Mayor Knutson will have the street checked out.  VOTE: Unanimous  

Motion carried 

 

POLSON DEVELOPMENT CODE RE-WRITE UPDATE-INFORMATION ONLY (44:38)- City 

Planner Kyle Roberts presented this agenda item.  The City County Planning Board met in December and 

January.  There is now a 2016 draft of the Polson Development Code.  There will be two public hearings.  

The first public hearing was February 16th.  It was a 3 hour meeting and the Board worked thru half of the 

issues.  After the second Public Hearing the draft will then be brought to the Commission.  There will be 

a public hearing prior to the March 21st Commission meeting and a first reading of the Ordinance to adopt 

the Polson Development Code during the regular Commission meeting.  At the April 4th Commission 

meeting there will be the second reading of the Ordinance to adopt the Polson Development Code.   

 

APPROVE RESOLUTION EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY (EEO) POLICY (52:05)-

City Manager Shrives presented this agenda item.   This resolution is a requirement of the CDBG, 

Community Development Block Grant that the City has applied for.  Commissioner Erickson motion to 

approve resolution number adopting an Equal Employment Opportunity Policy.   Commissioner 

Donovan second.  Commission discussion:  none  Public comment: none  VOTE: Unanimous  Motion 

carried  
 

APPROVE FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE PUBLIC SAFETY CHAPTER 7, ARTICLES 1-5 

(53:35)-City Manager Shrives presented this agenda item.   This is the next chapter in the Codification 

process.  The department heads, City Attorney, and the City Manager met and issues were discussed and 

changes were made.  This ordinance gives the City of Polson a process to deal with Public Safety issues 

as they come up.  This is a complaint driven ordinance.  Commissioner Erickson and Commissioner 

Southerland pointed out a typo on the Ordinance to Adopt.  Finance Officer Cindy Dooley commented 

that on the motion there were a few changes that needed to be made.  The motion should read Chapter 7, 

Articles 1-5. Mayor Knutson commented on section 7.01.040-Supply and use of containers; putting every 

2 weeks going to be enough?  City Manager Shrives replied that we aren’t going to be driving around 

looking for violations but this will give the City the ability to act upon a complaint.  Mayor Knutson 

commented on 7.03.070 B 7-is subjective.  Mayor Knutson further commented that the Summary 

Abatement one person’s trash is another person’s treasure.  Mayor Knutson is concerned about having 

one person be able to make the call on what is an emergency.  City Manager Shrives commented that 

there is a process. Mayor Knutson commented that it should also read to include the City Manager not 

just the Building Official.  City Manager Shrives commented that he will speak with the City Attorney.  
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Commissioner Turner 7.05.010-page one what is a “dirk”, also the term billy should also include the word 

club.     On page 2 D should the word schools be added? City Manager Shrives replied no, because this is 

a City ordinance.  The schools have their own regulations.  Section 7.05.040 what is a “bolt”? City 

Manager Shrives replied it is some sort of weapon.  Commissioner Southerland commented about 

concerns regarding the trash, abandoned vehicles, and so-forth, that we can have teeth to deal with this 

but it will be complaint driven correct?  City Manager Shrives replied yes, this is just to give the City a 

process to be able to deal with these issues.  Commissioner Turner motion to approve the 1st reading 

of the Ordinance Number 2016-____ to adopt Chapter 7, Public Safety Article 1. Garbage, Article 

2. Weeds, Article 3. Community Decay-Nuisance, Article 4. Abandoned or Junked Vehicles, Article 

5. Firearms and bows on Public Property, to the City of Polson Book of Ordinances.  Commissioner 

Southerland.  Commission discussion:  none  Public Comment:  Lee Manicke-Ward 2,  Article 

addressing junked vehicles only addresses vehicles on private property.  Is there another ordinance or will 

be some ordinance that address junk vehicles on public property?  If not, should that be in this ordinance? 

City Manager Shrives replied that there is a Municipal Code that deals with junked vehicles on public 

property.  The vehicles are tagged by the Police Department and then the vehicles are towed.  That is a 

separate ordinance.  Mr. Manicke further commented that in regards to the garbage, he hoped we could 

get the Tribe to tag on to this and have some mutual way to enforce some that are a particular health 

hazard.  City Manager Shrives commented that we are getting cooperation from the Tribal Police.  The 

Tribe wants to deal with Community decay.  Elsa Duford-commented about a neighbor that has a rickety 

fence between her yard and theirs.  This neighbor has three rather large, aggressive dogs that like to 

charge the fence when Elsa is out in the yard working around the fence.  Animal Control was called and 

they experienced the same charge.  The Officer went over to the home and left a note on the door since no 

one was at home.  It was later determined that the homeowners are Tribal and there’s nothing that the City 

Police can do about it.   There should be a way that the Tribal citizens be made responsible too.  Mayor 

Knutson commented that the agencies are working better together.  Lita Fonda-Ward 1 wondered about 

an excessive number of cars?  Is that covered here?  City Manager Shrives commented that that is handled 

separately.  VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried 

 

(01:14:54) Mayor Knutson commented that a meeting may be closed to discuss the strategy of pending, 

threatened or actual litigation; Mayor Knutson asked if the litigation was between two governmental 

agencies.  City manager Shrives replied no.  Mayor Knutson asked if the discussion of this legal matter in 

open meeting have the potential to adversely affect the City if the strategy to defend the matter is 

disclosed.  City Manager Shrives replied yes.  Mayor Knutson commented that based upon the  

representations of the City Manager, I find that the Commission should close its meeting into executive 

session so that we may discuss the litigation strategy of pending, threatened or actual litigation.”  “I 

believe that we will be discussing this matter for 30 minutes.  Thereafter, we will reconvene the meeting 

only to determine full or action minutes and to adjourn the meeting.    

RECESS: (01:15:47) EXECUTIVE SESSION 

RECONVENE: (01:15:53) 

 (01:16:00) Mayor Knutson asked the Commission if there were any items that needed full minutes or 

will action minutes suffice.  The Commission commented that action minutes would suffice.     

 

Adjourn. (01:16:19) Commissioner Donovan motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Coutts second.   

Commission discussion:  none  Public Comment:  none   VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried.   

ADJOURN:  9:52 p.m. 

_________________________________              ATTEST:__________________________________ 

          Heather Knutson, Mayor                                                 Cindy Dooley, Finance Officer 


