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CITY OF POLSON 

CITY COMMISSION MEETING  
 

Commission Chambers                   March 2, 2015                                  7:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Heather Knutson, Commissioners Campbell, Erickson, Morrison, Siler, and 

City Manager Shrives, City Clerk Cora Pritt 

ABSENT: Commissioners Southerland & Turner 

CALL TO ORDER: (00:03) Mayor Knutson called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  Roll call was taken.  

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA (00:53)- Commissioner Erickson motion to approve the 

proposed agenda.  Commissioner Campbell second.  City Commission discussion:  none                        

Public comment:  none VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 

( 1:23)-Andrew Speer- gave an update on the case of Citizens for Open Government vs. City of Polson.  

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the City.  Lee Manicke-asked if the new schedule for David 

DeGrandpre to complete the Polson Development Code Rewrite. City Manager Shrives commented that it 

is currently in progress. 

CONSENT AGENDA: (6:53) a. Claims February 13-26, 2015, b. City Commission Public Hearing 

Minutes February 18, 2015 c. City Commission Meeting Minutes February 18, 2015, d. Wlamart 

Time Extension Request e. City of Polson Golf Course New Beer/Wine Liquor License f. Corporate 

Structure Change Safeway Store Liquor License No. 15-999-3831-303.   Commissioner Morrison 

motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Siler second.  City Commission discussion:  

Commissioner Campbell commented that he would abstain from voting because his wife works for 

Safeway.  Public comment:  none    VOTE:  4 ayes, 1 abstain  Motion carried 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS (8:14)- City Manager Shrives commented on February 20, 2015 the 

All Beverage Liquor License was sold at auction for $55,000.00.  The buyer was Mackenzie River.  The 

City has applied for a Beer/Wine license.  At the March 23rd Commission meeting there will need to be a 

discussion about the open inventory liquor.  The City will either have to dispose by pouring down the sink 

or sell until the All Beverage Liquor License is transferred.  Met with the Mission Bay Home Owner’s 

Association to talk about the upcoming Hawk Dr. Project that will take place this summer.  The lawsuit 

that Mr. Speer mentioned, the finding was actually in favor of Judge Manley’s decision.  The cost for the 

defense was $30,646.00.  As a result, the City will see higher rates based on the cost.   

APPROVE THE SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE 2015-002 ADOPTING CHAPTER 2, 

ARTICLE 4 AND 5 OF THE CITY OF POLSON BOOK OF ORDINANCES.( 13:13) City Manager 

Shrives commented that this has been before Commission previously.  Commissioner Siler motion to 

approve the second reading of Ordinance 2015-002 adopting Chapter 2, Articles 4 and 5 of the City 

of Polson Book of Ordinances.  Commissioner Erickson second.  City Commission discussion:  none  

Public Comment:  Lee Manike commented that at the previous meeting, the item had been tabled.  There 

will need to be a motion to remove the item from the Tabled status and then a motion to approve.  

Commissioner Siler and Commissioner Erickson rescinded their motion.  Commissioner Campbell 

motion to remove from the table Ordinance 2015-002 Adopting Chapter 2, Article 4 and 5 of the 

City of Polson Book of Ordinances.  Commissioner Morrison second.   Commission discussion:  none  
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Public comment:  none.  VOTE  Unanimous  Motion carried  Commissioner Siler motion to approve 

the second reading of Ordinance 2015-002 adopting Chapter 2, Articles 4 and 5 of the City of 

Polson Book of Ordinances.  Commissioner Erickson second.  Commission discussion:  none  Public 

comment:  none  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

APPROVE THE SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE 2015-003 ADOPTING CHAPTER 2, 

ARTICLE 6 OF THE CITY OF POLSON BOOK OF ORDINANCES. (18:08) City Manager Shrives 

presented this agenda item.  Commissioner Erickson motion to approve the second reading of 

Ordinance 2015-003 Adopting Chapter 2, Article 6 of the City of Polson Book of Ordinances.  
Commissioner Campbell second. Commission discussion:  none  Public comment:  none  VOTE:  

Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

APPROVE THE SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE 2015-004 ADOPTING CHAPTER 12, 

ARTICLE 6 OF THE CITY OF POLSON BOOK OF ORDINANCES.(19:08) City Manager Shrives 

presented this agenda item.  Commissioner Campbell motion to approve the second reading of 

Ordinance 2015-004 adopting Chapter 12, Article 6 of the City of Polson Book of Ordinances.  

Commissioner Morrison second.  Commission discussion:  Commissioner Erickson asked about the 

impact this would have on the Streets Department.  City Manager Shrives replied it will not affect the 

Streets Department but will assist the Streets Department in future projects.  Commissioner Erickson 

asked about the financial responsibilities on the part of the Excavator.  City Manager Shrives answered 

that a Fee Resolution would follow.   Public comment: none  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

AWARD DOWNTOWN WATER LOOPING PROJECT.(21:20)  City Manager Shrives presented 

this agenda item.  The bids were opened on Thursday, February 26th at 3:00 p.m. in the Commission 

Chambers at City Hall.  There were 6 bids.  LHC is the lowest bidder but will need to have the proper 

check completed before being formally awarded the bid.  Commissioner Campbell asked if all of the 

bidders were from Montana.  City Manager Shrives replied one was out of Idaho.  Commissioner Siler 

motion to award the bid for the Downtown Watermain Looping Project to the apparent low bidder, 

L.H.C., Inc. in an amount of $737,795.38, pending final approval of funding agencies and 

completion of reference checks and to authorize the City Manager to execute all necessary 

contracts.  Commissioner Erickson second. Commission discussion:  none  Public comment:  none  

VOTE  Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) DISCUSSION AND PROJECT 

SELECTION. (24:50) City Manager Shrives presented this agenda item.    There was a Public Hearing 

on February 18th to allow the Community to bring possible projects to the Commission.  There were three 

projects proposed.  Of the three projects, only one will fit the requirements of the CDBG process.  The 

project is the Waste Water Treatment Project.  The other projects proposed were all good projects but 

would need additional studies done.  There will be another Public Hearing on this subject March 23rd.  

Commissioner Morrison motion to select the Waste Water Treatment Project for the Community 

Development Block Grant.  Commissioner Campbell second.  Commission discussion:  none  Public 

comment:  none   VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

WATER COMPACT FOLLOW UP DISCUSSION FROM THE FEBRUARY 3, 2015 

WORKSHOP. (30:58) City Manager Shrives presented this agenda item.  This is basically a follow up 

and a potential draft letter to send to the Legislature.  There was discussion and comments from the 

Mayor and Commission.  Commissioner Campbell was in support of the letter as written.  Commissioner 

Erickson agreed the letter stayed focused.  Commissioner Siler commented that the letter was the best for 

the City.  Mayor Knutson commented that after her additional research into the matter, her 

recommendation was to keep the letter as written.  Commissioner Southerland communicated to the 

Mayor her approval of the letter as written.  Commissioner Campbell motion to approve the letter to 
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be sent to State Legislature.  Commissioner Erickson second.  Commission discussion:  none  Public 

comment:   

Ric Smith thanked the Commission for drafting the letter.  Mr. Smith suggested adding a line to thank the 

Legislatures for their time and to possibly send the Mayor or City Manager to speak before the 

Legislature in support of the Water Compact on behalf of the City of Polson. Dennis Duty commented 

that he agreed with Ric Smith’s comments.  Mr. Duty commented that someone should be there to testify 

before Legislature. Paul London commented that he supported the Compact.  It will take the uncertainty 

out.  Diane Speer commented that she does not support the Water Compact.  Diane commented that it is 

about more than water delivery, but there will be an economic impact as well.  Montana State law and 

Federal law prohibit it.  Diane further commented that the City Commission should remain neutral. 

Ken McAplin commented that he is in support of the Water Compact and he also agrees that there needs 

to be a representative to testify before the Legislature in support of the Compact.  Elsa Duford 

commented that she has not been in favor of the Compact from the beginning.  Elsa stated that there has 

been too much conflicting information given out.  The City should remain neutral, it is better to not do 

something in haste on behalf of the City of Polson citizens.  Jack Horner commented that he appreciated 

the support.  Mr. Horner lives in western Ronan.  There is a few that believe in property rights.  Rick 

LaPiana commented that he is totally in favor of the Compact.  Andrew Speer commented that irrigation 

is a wonderful thing but that this Compact goes against the State of Montana Constitution.  The Montana 

Constitution addresses the water rights in four paragraphs.  Mr. Speer commented that in order to pass 

this Compact the State of Montana Constitution would need to be amended.  The State Constitution is 

what we need to be supporting. 

Commissioner Morrison commented that stronger language may need to be added to the letter.  

Commissioner Morrison supports Ric Smith’s idea.  Mayor Knutson then re-read the letter following all 

of the public comment.  Commissioner Siler commented that he liked the idea of adding the thank you 

language into the letter.  Then Commissioner Siler asked if City Manager Shrives would go to the 

Legislature to represent the City of Polson.  City Manager Shrives answered he would go to testify before 

the Legislature.  Mayor Knutson agreed to add the thank you to the Legislature and local Representative 

to the letter.  Mayor Knutson then asked for a revised motion as mentioned and submit the letter.  

Commissioner Campbell motion to revise the motion to add the thank you to the letter and to 

submit to the Legislature upon approval.  Commissioner Erickson second.  VOTE:  Unanimous  

Motion carried 

 

 (01:01:36) Mayor Knutson asked the Commission if there were any agenda items that the Commission 

would like full detail on.  Commission did not specify any full detail on the minutes.  

 

 

Mayor Knutson asks for a Motion to Adjourn. (01:02:16) Commissioner Siler motion to adjourn.  

Commissioner Campbell second.  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried.   

ADJOURN:  8:03 p.m. 

 

____________________ 

Heather Knutson, Mayor 

ATTEST:   

__________________________________ 

Cora E. Pritt, City Clerk 


