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CITY OF POLSON                            

COMMISSION MEETING 
                                                                                            

Commission Chambers                   June 20, 2016                                  6:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Knutson, Commissioners Coutts, Donovan, Erickson, Siler, Southerland and 

Turner, City Manager Mark Shrives, and City Clerk Cora Pritt  

OTHERS PRESENT (who voluntarily signed in): Bill Barron, Tali Barron, Gerry Browning, Garth Cox, 

Linda Cox, Elsa Duford, Mark Evertz, Rich Forbis, Marie Hirsch, Carlisa London, Bonnie Manicke,          

Lee Manicke, Julane Matejovsky, Melissa Michel, and Tony Porrazzo 

 

CALL TO ORDER: (00:04) Mayor Knutson called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  Roll call was taken.   

Prior to the Approval of the Proposed Agenda, Mayor Knutson made a correction to Agenda Item #10.  

There needs to be the word Emergency add to the wording of the agenda item.   

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA (00:51) –Commissioner Turner motion to approve the 

proposed agenda with the amendment to the wording of Agenda Item #10.  Commissioner Donovan 

second.  Commission discussion:  none  Public comment: none  VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 

(01:52)-none 

 

CONSENT AGENDA (02:19)-(a). June 1-17, 2016 claims (b). City Commission written Summary 

Public Hearing Meeting Minutes June 6, 2016, (c). City Commission electronic meeting Public Hearing 

Meeting Minutes June 6, 2016 (d). City Commission written Summary Meeting Minutes June 6, 2016,  

(e). City Commission electronic Meeting Minutes June 6, 2016, (f). Approve City Manager to coordinate 

with the Polson Chamber of Commerce 4th of July activities, (g). Declare Parks Department vehicle as 

surplus property.   Commissioner Southerland motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  

Commissioner Coutts second.  Commission discussion: Commissioner Siler asked what the $10,000.00 

claim to the Rural Fire Department was for.  City Manager Shrives replied it was for a compressor.  

Commissioner Siler asked for a report on the financial side of the division between the City and the Rural 

Fire department.  Public comment: Rich Forbis asked the Commission to approve the City Manager to 

coordinate with the Polson Chamber of Commerce for the 4th of July activities.  Elsa Duford, Ward III 

commented she wished to add to her comments she made during the June 6 Public Hearing regarding the 

article that Mayor Knutson had published in the Valley Journal June 1, 2016.  The article pertained to the 

rate increase for the sewer rates. The rate increase will put a lot of pressure on a lot of people.  Mayor 

Knutson requested that the City needs to obtain the Certificate of Liability Insurance from Steve DuPuis 

for the 4th of July Fireworks Display.  VOTE: Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS (07:33)-City Manager Shrives commented on the following: Polson 

Police Officer Devon McCrea will be leaving the City of Polson Police Department.  June 24th will be her 

last day.  Devon will be missed.  The Police Department will have an open recruitment to fill the vacancy.  

City Manager Shrives requested a budget committee of 3 of the Commissioners be formed to be a part of 

the City budget meetings and then report back to the Commission, similar to the committee that was 

formed for the insurance meetings.  There will be approximately 3 meetings.  Mayor Knutson, 

Commissioner Turner and Commissioner Southerland volunteered to be on the committee.   
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REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST- (09:38)-City Manager Shrives presented this agenda item.  City 

Engineer Shari Johnson, Dennis Duty, Mike Maddy, and City Manager Shrives met to discuss the 

reimbursement request.  There was a two hour meeting and the decision was that there needs to be 

another meeting to happen prior to the July 6, 2016 Commission meeting.  There will be additional 

research and review and then a recommendation will be brought to the July 6th Commission meeting.  

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL RESORT TAX PRESENTATION (10:48)-Economic 

Development Council (EDC) members Gerry Browning, Rich Forbis, and Carlisa London presented this 

agenda item.  The EDC presented the following power point presentation to the Commission:    
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Mayor Knutson thanked the Economic Development Council for all of their hard work.  There were many 

meetings and a lot of personal time put into this subject.  The presentation was very reflective and the 

City Commission conveyed sincere thanks for all the hard work.  Mayor Knutson clarified the 

recommendation from the EDC: to place 2 referendums on the ballot in November 2016.  Commission 

discussion: Commissioner Coutts asked if any of the other 9 cities/towns that have resort tax are located 

on an Indian Reservation.  The EDC replied no.  Commissioner Coutts then asked of the 32 million in 

tourist revenue in Lake County how much was spent in Polson.  The EDC replied that the State only 

breaks down the figure by County.  Commissioner Turner asked about the population if it goes above the 

5500 allowed for a city to be designated a Resort Town would Polson lose that status.  EDC answered no.  

Once the Resort Tax is implemented, there would be a 20 year time frame and then it would go back to 

the voters to decide to leave in place or remove.  Mayor Knutson asked about the property tax relief. City 

Finance Officer Dooley replied that in the beginning there wouldn’t be a substantial amount but over time 

the amount of relief would increase.  Commissioner Donovan inquired about the grant possibilities that 

the businesses would be eligible for.  EDC answered that it would be up to the individual businesses to 

apply for the grants. Public Comment:  Bob Ricketts-commented that he is opposed to the Resort Tax.  

People will drive to Kalispell to keep from paying the 3% tax and it will cause businesses to close.  Lou 

Anne Hoskinson-President Farmers Market- commented that she is opposed.  Denny Wilson-Antique 

Emporium commented that he is opposed to the tax.  It will be double taxation and create new problems.  

Bill Barron-commented that he was speaking on behalf of First Resort.  The luxury taxes do not make 

sense.  In 2 years this will be a ghost town if the resort tax passes.  Melissa Michel commented that asking 

for Tribal I.D. is asking for the individual’s federal bank account number.  This is a security issue.  Jackie 

Cribe-Jackie M’s commented that she is opposed to the resort tax.  She has had customers comment that 

they will stop shopping at her store if the tax passes.  Linda Ronnell-inquired about raising the 500,000 to 

repair streets.  Mayor Knutson explained that a mil levy would be another alternative to the resort tax.  

Mark Evertz-commented that he is opposed to the resort tax.  Seniors living on fixed income will not be 

able to shop in Polson.   

ANDERSON BROADCASTING REQUEST DECIBEL WAIVER, CLOSURE OF KOOTENAI 

LOOP FOR JULY 3RD CONCERT IN SACAJAWEA PARK (01:22:45)-Steve Pickel, Anderson 

Broadcasting presented this agenda item.  There will be a fund raising concert for the Boys & Girls Club 

and the Mission Valley Christian Academy on Sunday, July 3, 2016 at Sacajawea Park and the applicant 

is requesting a decibel waiver, closure of Kootenai Loop for the concert.  Mayor Knutson asked what time 

the concert would be held.  Mr. Pickel answered that the concert would be from 6:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.   

There will also be a fireworks display after the concert. The fireworks will be discharged from a barge.  

Kootenai Loop would be closed during the concert for public safety. Mayor Knutson suggested closing 

Kootenai Loop from that morning so that boaters would not get trapped after the road was closed.  Mayor 

Knutson made the suggested motion: Approve decibel waiver from 6:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m., Kootenai 

Loop will be closed from 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. July 3rd.  Commissioner Turner so moved.  

Commissioner Donovan second.  Commission discussion-Commissioner Erickson commented about the 

sound level.  The loud decibels are not a good thing.  Mr. Pickel replied that the stage would be pointed 

toward the City.  Anderson Broadcasting is looking into doing a simulcast so the music shouldn’t be so 

loud.  Public comment: none  VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried  

APPROVE EMERGENCY ENCROACHMENT ORDINANCE NUMBER 2016-TBD (01:32:29)-

This agenda item was presented by City Manager Mark Shrives.  This is actually a piece of Chapter 9 of 

the Recodification Ordinances.  This subject matter goes back two years when there was a discussion 

about an Encroachment Ordinance and the need to put some parameters in place regarding businesses that 

use City property for their tables and chairs.  It also covers other items but the table and chairs were 

discussed at that time.  This ordinance has put a permit process in place and a fee.  The City will 

coordinate with the business that want to put tables and chairs out.  There is one correction: page 8, 

Section 9.05.100 under Fees, line 2, there should be a “p” in front of the word aid.  Insurance will be a 

requirement.  Commissioner Coutts motion to approve the Emergency Ordinance and Ordinance to 

Adopt Article 5, Downtown Sidewalk Encroachment Permit Program.  Ordinance Number 2016-

TBD as a part of the City of Polson Book of Ordinances.  Commissioner Southerland second.  
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Commission discussion:  Mayor Knutson commented on one of her concerns was that the administrated 

fee was acceptable but the per table fee of $25.00 is not necessary to add that fee.  The main thing is the 

insurance.  Commissioners Siler and Southerland agreed.  Commissioner Turner asked the reason for the 

$25.00.  City Manager Shrives commented that other cities have the per table fee.  It is public space and 

we would be giving away public space.  You would be providing additional space for a merchant to 

expand their space.  Mayor Knutson commented that the administrative fee was necessary but the 

additional fee was not.  City Manager Shrives commented that the Commission should make a motion to 

amend the motion that is currently on the table.  Commissioner Coutts amended his motion to approve 

the Ordinance and remove the $25.00 per table fee as described in section 9.05.100 under Fees.  

Commissioner Southerland second.  Additional Commission discussion:  Commissioner Coutts 

commented that it was a good idea to remove the per table fee.  Commissioner Southerland commented 

that one of the restaurant businesses had commented that having the business license was going to put a 

hardship on the business.  Commissioner Erickson asked if there was a restriction on the number of tables 

permitted.  City Manager Shrives replied that there is a formula within the Ordinance.  Public Comment:  

Lee Manicke, Ward II-commented that there was clarity needed on page 5 section 9.05.050, up above 

definition for Encroachment.  It talks about non-substantial encroachment. Is there a difference?  There is 

no definition for a substantial encroachment.  It is confusing.  It goes on in Paragraph 4 if reads if it is on 

a non-substantial encroachment occurring upon a state-designated primary or urban route.  What are 

those?  Highway 93 and Main Street or 1st Street West?  Anyone on Main Street would have to name the 

State of Montana in the liability insurance.  On page 7, Paragraph C-Liability insurance required in 

section 9.05.080.A.2.c-there is no such paragraph.  There is liability required on page 5, 9.05.05 a million 

for each claim and 2 million for each occurrence.  That is where you want to refer to.  Is 2 million in 

liability insurance what the City wants for each business to have?  Last page,  under Paragraph A In 

addition to suspension or revocation under section 9.05.150, that section is reserved in the next section so 

that paragraph doesn’t exist.  You may want to go back to 110, that’s where it discusses the revocation of 

the permit.  Bonnie Manicke-Polson thanked the Mayor and the Commission for removing the $25.00 per 

table fee.  It adds a lot to Polson to have the outdoor seating.  Bonnie requested that the other fee be 

removed as well.  It is hard for Main Street to be in business as it is.  The outside tables draw some 

attention to tourists walking by.  Elsa Duford- Ward III- commented she was puzzled why the need for an 

emergency ordinance.  In the past, the ordinance was strict to prohibit alcohol in Parks and displayed.  

That was the term used.  Considering the background on a different ordinance are there definite people 

signed up to have alcohol on the streets?  Certain restaurants?  Mayor Knutson commented that there are 

people interested in it.  Elsa commented how would this effect businesses downtown that have a liquor 

license?  It is a contradiction.  Mayor Knutson then turned the discussion back to the Commission for 

final discussion.  Mayor Knutson commented that Mr. Manicke brought up some good comments and 

corrections.  Those need to be implemented.  There should also be conversation on the flower pots 

needing the two million dollar per occurrence on a claim.  Does that make sense to have that on there?  

Commissioner Turner commented that it would be up to each individual business policy.  It looks nice but 

if somebody gets hurt somebody has to pay.  Commissioner Erickson commented that it is up to each 

business to verify with their insurance that those are covered.  Mayor Knutson commented that if a 

business has items out in the City sidewalk, they are needing to have a permit for it.  The City will be 

responsible for getting the Insurance Liability Certificate or the Encroachment Permit will not be given.  

Commissioner Siler commented that sandwich boards are an encroachment too. City Manager Shrives 

commented that sandwich boards will be addressed under the Sign Ordinance.  Mayor Knutson 

commented that she was concerned about working with the businesses regarding the enforcement of this 

ordinance.  Mayor Knutson requested a grace period and City Manager Shrives commented that a grace 

period of 30 – 45 days.  Commissioner Turner requested a breakdown of the $50.00 fee being charged.  

City Manager Shrives explained the process: there will be an inspection, additional enforcement, and 

normal processing fee.  Mayor Knutson commented to leave the fee at $50.00 after a discussion to either 

charge the business or a general tax payer fund.  Commissioner Turner agreed.  Commissioner Coutts 

amended his amended motion to remove any reference to non-substantial and correct reference on 

page 7 to 9.05.080, to 0.05.050, paragraph 4 and correct page 9 Paragraph A from 150 to 110.  
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Commissioner Southerland second.  Mayor Knutson clarified the motion to be: Removal of table 

fee, Removal of non-substantial-reference page 7 & 9.  VOTE Unanimous Motion carried.  

APPROVE STUTZMAN’S FURNITURE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY ENCROACHMENT 

REVOCABLE PERMIT (02:05:36)-City Manager Shrives comments that since the Emergency 

Ordinance was passed, this item may be removed from the agenda.  It will be dealt with administratively. 

Commissioner Donovan motioned to remove Agenda Item #11.  Commissioner Erickson second.  

Commission discussion:  none  Public comment: none  VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried  

APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2016-TBD A RESOLUTION APPROVING POLICY FOR 

REFUND OF ANNUAL GOLF COURSE USE FEES (02:06:31)-This agenda item was presented by 

City Manager Mark Shrives and Golf Director Roger Wallace.  This is regarding the policy of refunds of 

golf passes.  Golf Director Roger Wallace took the matter to the Golf Board for discussion and to provide 

a policy that they felt met some of the issues that were brought up.  The format is a little bit different 

because we are going to start adopting either City Commission Policies, done by Resolution and there 

will be internal policies that don’t necessarily require City Commission action.   The City is working on 

establishing several policies, i. e. Travel Policy.  In the future you will see this format for City 

Commission policies.  That is why this format looks a little bit different.  Golf Director Roger Wallace 

addressed the actual policy and the process that the Golf Board went through.  Roger commented that to 

preface comments, Mr. Cox’s request was not contemplated when writing this policy.  Mr. Cox’s request 

should be dealt with by itself.  The policy will apply as follows: The Golf Season Pass is defined as 

March 1 – October 31.  This will be the baseline for applying for the roll-over. The trail pass and cart 

storage will not be refunded.  Medical Condition – remained of the season.  It takes playing 12 rounds to 

break even on the golf pass.  For a roll-over or refund, a diagnosis much like Mr. Cox’s would be 

required.  A 1% down in case of illness or injury is a fair number.  There will not be an admin fee or a 

charge for golf that had already been played.  Commissioner Donovan motion to approve Resolution 

number 2016-TBD, A resolution approving policy for refund of annual golf course user fees.  

Commissioner Southerland second.  Commission discussion:  none  Public Comment:  Garth Cox-

Ward III-commented that he thanked the Commission for their diligence is looking at this.  Mr. Cox will 

not be able to play golf this season.  Mr. Cox thanked the Commission for looking at this.  VOTE: 

Unanimous Motion carried 

APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2016-TBD TO CHANGE RATES FOR USERS OF THE CITY OF 

POLSON MUNICIPAL SEWER SYSTEM (02:17:12)-City Finance Officer Cindy Dooley presented 

this agenda item.  With the new waste water treatment plant, the City knew the rates were going to be 

substantial for the rate payers, so there was a 3-tier increase put in place.  There was a Resolution of 

Intent on May 16, 2016, a Public Hearing on June 6, 2016.  This will be the first step increase to take 

effect on July 1st and would appear on the billing that goes out at the end of August.  In order to keep 

moving forward on the SRF financing, this Resolution needs to be in place that states the rate increase is 

going to happen.  The average increase for the 5,000 gallon user will be $14.09 on this increase.  The total 

utility bill will be about $77.57.  Commissioner Southerland motion to approve Resolution No. 2016-

TBD to change rates for users of the City of Polson Municipal Sewer System.  Commissioner 

Turner second.  Commission discussion: Commissioner Southerland asked if the City had looked into 

possible aide for people not able to pay the increase.  City Manager Shrives answered that there really 

isn’t a plan out there for water/sewer like there is for heating.  Commissioner Southerland asked 

Water/Sewer Superintendent Tony Porrazzo if the number of people who could not pay their increase had 

risen due to the increase a year ago. Mr. Porrazzo replied no, because the rates had been changed over to 

the owners.  The payment is getting better but there is still a few people who have issues with the 

payment.  It is watched closely.  Commissioner Turner questioned the dates that the build start is 2018?  

City Manager Shrives replied that the bid for construction will occur in the fall of 2016, the construction 

will begin in the spring of 2017 with a finish in 2018.  Mayor Knutson commented that this is a difficult 

situation to be in and the weight of that position is felt by all.  Public comment:  none                                

VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried    



City Commission Meeting Minutes June 20, 2016 Page 16 
 

                                                                           

APPROVE TIME EXTENSION SID IMPROVEMENT AGREEMENT (02:25:56)-This agenda item 

was presented by City Manager Mark Shrives and City Planner Kyle Roberts.  There have been 

conversations with Mike Maddy, representing Cougar Ridge. This agreement was put in place last year 

when Phases 5 and 6 were put in place.  This was to confirm construction of a road because the road had 

not been completed at that time.  So a cash bond was put up.  The current agreement is due to expire              

July 1, 2016.  There are negotiations going on with potential developers so Cougar Ridge is requesting a 

time extension of this Subdivision Improvement Agreement. There is a letter of assurance of security 

from Glacier Bank.  All of the conditions for the extension have been met to sign another Subdivision 

Improvement Agreement which would extend the current one for one more year.  The funding would still 

be in place if the road is not completed.  The City would rather have the developer build the road so this 

extension would work pretty well.  The bank has agreed with this as well.  Commissioner Donovan 

motioned to approve the attached Subdivision Improvement Agreement with the condition that the 

Bank provide an Assurance of Security for an additional year prior to June 23, 2016.  

Commissioner Erickson second.  Commission discussion: none  Public comment: none                           

VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried 

STRATEGIC PLAN DISCUSSION (02:29:30)-City Manager Shrives presented this agenda item.  

There will not be a vote on this item tonight.  This is Strategic Plan that the City Staff has compiled. City 

Planner Kyle Roberts compiled the information from the department heads.  These are the themes that 

came out of the Strategic Plan Workshop that was held in February of this year.  Hopefully this will be 

brought back at the next Commission meeting for approval.  This document will help in preparing the 

City budget in the coming year.  Mayor Knutson clarified that this document is direction only.  City 

Manager Shrives explained that the approval will be for strategy.  Commissioner Erickson thanked City 

Manager Shrives and Commissioner Erickson commented it will be a good discussion tool.  Mayor 

Knutson commented that this will also help in planning for long-term goals as well.  Commissioner Siler 

commented on the renovation to City Hall office, it looks pretty good.   We are using our own City staff 

to do the construction.  City Manager Shrives commented that the renovation goal was to make the front 

offices more professional looking.  There was no public comment.  

(02:36:03) Mayor Knutson asked if the Commission wanted full minutes or action minutes.  The 

Commission determined that action minutes would suffice.  

Adjourn. (02:36:23) Before adjournment Mayor Knutson reminded everyone that the next meeting will 

be Wednesday, July 6th.  Commissioner Siler motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Southerland second.   

Commission discussion:  none  Public Comment:  none   VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried.   

ADJOURN:  8:36 p.m. 

_________________________________              ATTEST:__________________________________ 

     Mayor Heather Knutson                                                      Cora E. Pritt, City Clerk 


