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CITY OF POLSON                            

COMMISSION MEETING 
                                                                                            

Commission Chambers                   July 18, 2016                                  7:00 p.m. 

 

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Knutson, Commissioners Coutts, Donovan, Siler, Southerland and Turner,               

City Manager Mark Shrives, and City Clerk Cora Pritt  

ABSENT: Commissioner Erickson 

OTHERS PRESENT (who voluntarily signed in): Jennifer Cote, CPA, Elsa Duford, Joan Hart,                 

Shari Johnson, Rick LaPiana, Bonnie Manicke, Lee Manicke, and Tony Porrazzo 

CALL TO ORDER: (00:01) Mayor Knutson called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  Roll call was taken.   

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA (00:45) –Commissioner Turner motion to approve the 

proposed agenda Commissioner Donovan second.  Commission discussion:  none  Public comment: 

none  VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 

(01:14-none  
 

CONSENT AGENDA (01:41)-(a). Additional June 2016 claims, (b). July 1-13, 2016 Claims, (c). City 

Commission Written Summary Public Hearing Minutes July 6, 2016, (d). City Commission Electronic 

Public Hearing Meeting Minutes July 6, 2016, (e). City Commission Written Summary Meeting Minutes 

July 6, 2016, (f). City Commission Electronic Meeting Minutes July 6, 2016, (g). City Commission 

Written Summary Workshop Meeting Minutes July 7, 2016, (h). City Commission Electronic Workshop 

Meeting Minutes July 7, 2016.  Commissioner Siler motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  

Commissioner Coutts second.  Commission discussion: Commissioner Siler asked what the negative 

$5,000.00 amount is on the Sandry claim.  City Finance Officer Cindy Dooley explained that is the 

retainage that the City withholds on bid projects.  The amount gets paid back at the completion of the 

project.  City Manager Shrives explained this is the first pay request by Sandry Construction. Mayor 

Knutson made a correction to the Public Hearing minutes.  The minutes read that the Mayor closed the 

Public Hearing at 6:33 p.m.. and should be corrected to read OPEN at 6:33 p.m.  Public comment: Elsa 

Duford Ward II asked who the Municipality Representative for the City is in the Agreement Letter with 

the Tribe. City Manager Mark Shrives commented that he would be signing the final document.  Elsa 

further commented that on the July 7 Public Hearing minutes it was disrespectful not to include the names 

of the persons who took their time to attend the workshop, and give public comment.  These people made 

the effort to attend and none of their comments were in the workshop meeting.   VOTE: Unanimous  

Motion carried 

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS (08:49)-City Manager Shrives commented on the following: there 

will be a workshop on July 20th at 6:00 p.m. with the Commission & Economic Development Council to 

discuss the Resort Tax & Street Levy.  Kevin Johnson reported that the design for the new wastewater 

treatment is almost complete.  Once completed, it will go to DEQ (Department Environment Quality) for 

final approval.  City Planner Kyle Roberts is working on the Growth Policy.  The Growth Policy draft is 

to be completed by the end of July.  August and September will be edits and the City County Planning 

Board will review at their October 11, 2016 meeting.  There will be Public Hearings with the Commission 
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and then after that meeting the City hopes to adopt the new Growth Policy at the November 21st meeting.  

Budget meetings with the department heads are continuing.  Would like to schedule a meeting with the 

Finance Committee, Commissioner Southerland, Turner and Mayor Knutson for either July 25 or 26th.  At 

the August 15th Commission Meeting there will be a Public Hearing for the Preliminary Budget at 5:30 

p.m. The final budget will be adopted at the September 7th Commission meeting.  There will be a Budget 

Workshop with the Commission and the City Department Heads on July 28th at 6:00 p.m.  City Manager 

Shrives asked City Police Chief Wade Nash to address the Commission.  City Police Chief Nash 

commented that due to the recent incidents involving police, the local community has stepped up in 

demonstrating their support.  Police Officer’s meals are being paid for by anonymous people in the 

restaurants, care baskets and food are being dropped off for the officers.  Even though the incidents 

haven’t involved a local police officer, it still effects the local officers.   Also, Chief Nash commented that 

during the recent meeting of the State of Montana Chief of Police Association, Chief Nash was voted in 

as Northwest Director for the State of Montana Chief of Police Association.  The Polson Police 

Department sponsored Nicholas Cleveland in attending the State of Montana Junior Police Academy.  

Nicholas is the youngest child of the City of Polson late Police Officer William Cleveland.  The 

graduation ceremony was July 16th in Helena, MT at the Police Academy.  This was a great experience 

for Nicholas and will be a help in his future goals in life.  

ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE & INTRODUCTION OF POLSON POLICE OFFICER 

KEITH DEETZ.(18:17)-  Mayor Knutson read a brief biography on Officer Deetz.  After administering 

the Oath of Office, Chief Nash invited Officer Deetz’s parents to join them at the front of the Commission 

Chambers to pin his badge on him.  Officer Deetz’s father, a former law enforcement officer, pinned the 

badge on his son.   

CENTER ADDITION WATER & SEWER PROJECT UPDATE (22:08)-City Engineer Shari 

Johnson gave the following power point presentation.  
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CITY OF POLSON FISCLA YEAR 2015 AUDIT REPORT (01:14:41)-This agenda item was 

presented by Jennifer Cote, CPA, Cote and Associates.  Jennifer is the contracted auditor for the City of 

Polson.  The big event in accounting world was that City/Towns had to show a proportionate share of 

their pension liability.  The following was the City of Polson Pension Liability Report:  
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Fiscal Year 20145 received a Clean Opinion.  This means that materially correct and the Internal Control 

& Compliance there were no findings.  On the final page of the Audit Report there is the Findings from 

Fiscal Year 2014.  Those findings have all been resolved.  City Manager Shrives gave kudos to City 

Finance Officer Cindy Dooley for all her hard work.  A clean audit is a rarity.  

 

(01:31:41) Mayor Knutson asked if the Commission wanted full minutes or action minutes.  The 

Commission determined that action minutes would suffice.  

 

Adjourn. (01:31:59)  Commissioner Coutts motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Turner second.   

Commission discussion:  none  Public Comment:  none   VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried.   

 

ADJOURN:  8:32 p.m. 

_________________________________              ATTEST:__________________________________ 

     Mayor Heather Knutson                                                      Cora E. Pritt, City Clerk 


