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CITY OF POLSON 

CITY COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING  
 

Commission Chambers                   February 18, 2015                                  6:30 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Heather Knutson, Commissioners Erickson, Morrison, Siler, Southerland, and 

City Manager Shrives, City Clerk Cora Pritt 

ABSENT: Commissioners Campbell & Turner 

CITY STAFF Present: Terry Gembala 

OTHERS PRESENT (who voluntarily signed in): Lori Benner, Elsa Duford, Lee Manicke,                     

David Murphy, Linda Reksten, Adam Rys-Sikora. 

CALL TO ORDER: (00:07) Mayor Knutson called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  Roll call was taken.  

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA (00:49)- Commissioner Erickson motion to approve the 

proposed agenda.  Commissioner Southerland second.  City Commission discussion:  none                        

Public comment:  none VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 

( 2:00)-There was no public comment. 

 PUBLIC HEARING OPENED (01:45): 
 City Manager Mark Shrives introduced Lori Benner, Nittany Grantworks.  Lori has written two 

grants for the City of Polson.  This public hearing is being conducted to obtain the community input about 

community development and what projects the community would like to focus on.  Lori will be writing a 

grant for the City to assist in funding of the project.  The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

will require two public hearings.  This is the first, the second one will be March 23,, 2015.  At that time 

the Commission will choose a project.   Lori Benner commented that the projects typically used by this 

grant are for low to moderate income housing projects but could be used for assisting in the build of the 

wastewater treatment plant.  The application deadline for the $450,000.00 grant is April 20, 2015.  There 

will need to be a 25% match from the community, so if a project costs $600,000.00 the community would 

need to contribute $150,000.00   

 Mayor Knutson then invited the members of the public to present their ideas to the Commission.   

The following individuals spoke (07:33):  

 Dr. Linda Reksten, (07:55) Polson School District Superintendent suggested that the Commission 

consider the Boys/Girls Club.  The Boys/Girls Club is in desperate need of a new facility.   

 Mr. Louis Cross, (17:43) Polson Chamber of Commerce asked if the monies could be divided 

among several projects.  Lori Benner commented that the Grant is very specific however, she could not 

find in the guidelines anything about dividing the monies.  Lori said she would research that and have an 

answer at the March 23rd meeting.  

 Mr. David Murphy (20:00)-Mission Valley Aquatic Center and Lakeview Village Apartments, 

commented that the money would be well spent towards The Boys/Girls Club.  If the funds could be 

divided then it would be nice to provide transportation to the Aquatic Center for the school children.  

Transportation is already provided by the Confederated Salish Kootenai Tribe and the Senior Center.   

 The following email was sent to City Manager Mark Shrives to be included in the Public Hearing: 
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Mark, 

I understand that there is a public meeting this evening and wanted to let you know 
what CAPNM position is on the overall community needs for low income individuals and 
households in the City of Polson.  

During the last community survey which was conducted during the summer 2014 
throughout the four counties, CAPNM covers we found in Lake County/Polson that 
additional services including affordable housing and addressing substandard housing 
were prevalent themes.  Primarily, affordable housing for low income populations and 
housing for seniors. There was also a strong need to increase services and homeless 
housing programs. 

In addition, other need/issue/gap areas that were identified: home repair and 
accessibility upgrades, financial literacy programs, and improved transportation.  

CAPNM is currently submitting grant proposals to address some of these needs by 
increasing homeless housing services for veterans and households with high barriers. 

We do support the efforts of the City of Polson on addressing the housing needs of their 
citizens and would be happy to discuss ideas or best practices any time.  

Tracy C. Diaz 
Executive Director 
Community Action Partnership of Northwest Montana 
214 Main Street, Kalispell, MT 59901 
406-752-6565 

tdiaz@capnwmt.org  Please note new email address 
 

“Change is inevitable; growth is optional!”  
 

 City Manager Mark Shrives reminded the Commission that the monies could also go toward the 

construction of the Wastewater Treatment Project.   

 

 Hearing no further comments, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing (21:53).  

  

Mayor Knutson asks for a Motion to Adjourn. (22:02) Commissioner Southerland motion to 

adjourn.  Commissioner Morrison second.  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried.   

ADJOURN:  6:52 p.m. 

_______________________________ 

Heather Knutson, Mayor 

ATTEST:   

__________________________________ 

Cora E. Pritt, City Clerk 

mailto:tdiaz@capnwmt.org

