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CITY OF POLSON 

CITY COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Commission Chambers                   January 8, 2015                                  7:00 p.m. 

*NOTE-Due to inclement weather, the January 5, 2015 meeting was moved to January 8, 2015. 

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Heather Knutson, Commissioners Campbell, Erickson, Morrison, Southerland, 

and Turner, City Manager Shrives, City Clerk Cora Pritt 

ABSENT: Commissioner Ken Siler 

Others Present (that voluntarily signed in): Elsa Duford, Mark Evertz, Terry Gembala,                             

Bonnie Manicke, and Andrew Speer 

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Knutson called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

Roll call was taken.  

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA-Commissioner Turner motion to approve the proposed 

agenda.  Commissioner Southerland second.  City Commission discussion:  none   Public comment:  

none.  VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried 

APPROVAL OF CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES DECEMBER 15, 2014.-

Commissioner Southerland motion to approve City Commission Meeting Minutes December 15, 

2014.  Commissioner Turner second.  City Commission discussion:  none Public comment:  none.  

VOTE:  Unanimous Motion Carried 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Claims December 15-31, 2014 Commissioner Turner motion to approve the 

Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Campbell second.  City Commission discussion:  none   Public 

comment:  none   VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS; City Manager Shrives gave the following comments:  

 At the County Commission meeting, the motion was made to retain the City/County Planning 

Board.  So, the Board will remain as is.  

 There was a conversation with Dave DeGrandpre regarding the Polson Development Code Re-

write.  The project hopes to get back on track soon. 

 Thanks to the Street Department, Water/Sewer, Police, Park, and Golf Maintenance for all their 

efforts to clear the streets of the recent snow storm.  Also, thanks to the Valley Journal for their recent 

article regarding the snow removal.  In one night there were 300 loads of snow removed.  Commissioner 

Turner thanked Streets Department Employee Bill Smith for bringing the fire pit to the event on New 

Year’s Eve.  Commissioner Campbell commented on the new snow blower that the Streets Department 

has acquired.  It has been a nice addition and really helps in the removal of the snow.   

 City Manager Shrives reminded the Commission that due to the holiday on January 19th the next 

Commission meeting will be Wednesday, January 21, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Thanks to Commissioner Campbell for representing the City at the dedication service on January 

10, 2015.  Lance Corporal Parker will be receiving his new home.   

 The City staff & Planners have been busy reviewing the current applications and updating them.  

There is a workshop regarding the Planning Fees for Monday, February 9, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.  

Commissioner Morrison commented that he will not be able to attend.    
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 City Manager Shrives commented that he would like to conduct one or two additional work 

sessions in which the topics will be:  Discussion of the Local Option Tax and to Review the Goals and 

Objectives.   

 

APPROVE THE SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE 2014-006 ADOPTING CHAPTER 2, 

ARTICLE 4 AND 5 OF THE CITY OF POLSON BOOK OF ORDINANCES.  City Manager Mark 

Shrives presented this item.   “You have seen the redline copy.  After the last meeting there were some 

items brought up that the City Attorney and I went back and worked thru.  Since that time, the Mayor had 

asked a couple of additional questions this week that we are still working on.  So what I would 

recommend is to table this second reading until the City Attorney and I can go back over those additional 

questions that came up.  Since this will be the final Ordinance, we might as well make sure we have all of 

the information correct.  So that would be my recommendation to table this.”  Mayor Knutson, “Okay.”  

City Manager Shrives, “Until the next regular meeting.”  Mayor Knutson, “Okay.  So with that I would 

look for a motion to table Ordinance 2014-006 the second reading.”  Commissioner Turner, “I will 

make the motion to table Ordinance 2014-006 second reading.”  Commissioner Southerland, 

“Second.”  Commission discussion:  none  Public comment:  none   VOTE:  Unanimous Motion 

carried 

 

PRESENTATION OF K-9 OFFICER BRODY-Polson Police Officer Juan Maso presented this agenda 

item.  Officer Maso is the Handler for Officer Brody.  K-9 Officer Llyop had to be retired due to a 

medical condition that kept him from being able to perform his duties as a K-9 Officer.  So the 

department was given K-9 Officer Brody, a four year old yellow Labrador Retriever.  Brody not only 

assists in the location of drugs but he can also aide in the search for missing persons.  Officer Maso 

thanked Polson Police Chief Nash for believing in this program and being instrumental in implementing 

the program.  Just the previous week, Brody was called out to help search for an elderly Alzheimer’s 

patient who may have wondered off it 16” of snow.  Brody has also been instrumental in assisting in 

numerous drug busts.  Following the power point presentation, Officer Maso brought Brody into the 

Commission Chambers and introduced him to the Commission.   

 

APPROVE THE CITY JUDGE SERVICE AGREEMENT AND APPOINT JUDGE A. DOUG 

OLSON TO A NEW FOUR (4) YEAR TERM AS CITY OF POLSON JUDGE TO RUN FROM 

JANUARY 1, 2015 UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2018.  City Manager Mark Shrives presented this agenda 

item.  City Manager Shrives, “The Judge went to the training and passed.  So he can still be a judge.  Our 

terms are four years for him.  I spoke with Judge Olson and he wanted to continue.  So, I brought his 

contract to you.”  Commissioner Erickson, “What kind of training was it that he had to go to?”  City 

Manager Shrives, “The State has required training for all judges.  District Court on down.  This is a 

requirement that you have to pass this training in order to serve as a judge in the State.  It is State 

training.”  Commissioner Turner motion to approve the City Judge service agreement and appoint 

Judge A. Doug Olson to a new four year term as City of Polson Judge to run from January 1, 2015 

until December 31, 2018.  Commissioner Campbell second.   Commission discussion:  none  Public 

comment:  none   VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

APPROVE THE FIRST READING OF THE ORDINANCE ADOPTING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 

7 AND 8 OF THE CITY OF POLSON BOOK OF ORDINANCES.  City Manager Shrives presented.  

City Manager Shrives, “This is the next one that has been sent out.  At this point I have not received any 

comments back.  It’s been posted to the City website and you’ve got copies.  This will be the first reading.  

As we work together we will look at any comments and go thru them and either pass the second reading 

or as we did tonight, we will table it until we can answer all the questions.  Commissioner Turner 

motion to approve the first reading of the Ordinance adopting Chapter 2, Article 7 and 8 of the 

City of Polson Book of Ordinances.  Commissioner Erickson second.    City Commission discussion:  

none  Public Comment:  Lee Manicke, “I have some comments on Article 7, 2.07-100.  I’m not sure what 
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your page number is on that.  The headings up on top and the numbers don’t coincide with the numbering 

of the different paragraphs down below.  That needs some work.  Under A-1, Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, neither the City nor any of its subdivisions shall use eminent domain to take private 

property for economic development without the consent of the owner. I think there’s something like a 

double negative in there and it says you have to have the consent of the owner to have eminent domain.  If 

you have the consent of the owner, you don’t really need eminent domain.  So I think that needs to be 

reworded some way or another.  Maybe that’s just the way that I read it but I kind of think it’s………  I 

don’t know if Mr. Gebhardt wrote this or if he (inaudible) or where it came from but you look down at 

number 3.1 the three little iii talks about you can transfer property to railroad or toll roads.  That doesn’t 

sound like Polson to me.  There’s 45 reasons for eminent domain.  We can probably find some that are 

more applicable to Polson.  It says that economic development you can’t do eminent domain to pass thru 

from one private property to another.  That’s what economic development is here and except for a period 

of 10 years.  I don’t know where that 10 years came from.  I can’t see that in any Statute or any of the, 

anywhere.  Then it gives a couple of exceptions.  Which is the one for private entity.  Then it says you can 

transfer it to a ground floor for a retail establishment.  Actually transfer a government property is what it 

is saying, you can transfer a government property to a private enterprise such as a retail enterprise, in a 

government building as long as it’s on the ground floor.  That doesn’t sound like Polson to me either.  I’m 

not really sure what the just of this is.  I can’t read it and follow it like we make some exceptions and we 

don’t have those exceptions and then maybe we have those exceptions again.  I just cannot see what the 

intent of this is.  I think someone needs to look at it and try to write it so that it’s understandable.  If I’m 

the only one that’s unclear well let me know because it seems hard to understand.  I’ve been thru it 

several times and tried to find those Statutes and I can’t coordinate what they are really trying to say.”  

Mayor, “This is the first reading.  I have a motion and a second.  Do I have any additional Commission 

discussion?”  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

APPOINTMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS, 

CITY/COUNTY PLANNING BOARD, AND POLSON REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY.  City 

Manager Shrives presented this agenda item.  City Manager Shrives, “We have advertised for these 

positions.  We have received applications for the Board of Adjustments, City/County Planning Board and 

Polson Redevelopment Agency.  I will just go thru it quickly.  For the Board of Adjustment there were 3 

vacancies.  Each vacancy is for a three (3) year term.  Two applications were received.  Both applications 

are from current board members.  For the City/County Planning Board there are two City/County 

Planning Boards Citizen member positions open.  Each position is for a two (2) year term.  We received 

three applications for the City/County Planning Board.  The Polson Redevelopment Agency there is one 

(1) open position for a Citizen at Large position for a four (4) year term.  We received two applications 

for the Polson Redevelopment Agency.  I did go thru, as far as a staff recommendation, we recommend 

for the Polson Board of Adjustment we recommend Karen Sargeant and Johna Morrison.  That still leaves 

us with one vacant position there.  For the City/County Planning Board we had two vacancies and three 

applications.  So I will let the City Commission have that discussion regarding those three individuals.  

The Polson Redevelopment Agency there’s one vacancy and again two applications.  So I didn’t make a 

staff recommendation.  The PRA did meet and they recommended Jules Clavadetscher as the 

recommendation coming from the PRA.  They looked at the applications also.  So, basically we need to 

have the discussion regarding filling the two vacancies for the City/County Planning Board and the one 

vacancy for the Polson Redevelopment Agency.  You have all of the applications that we received in the 

packet.”  Mayor Knutson, “Okay.  Thank you. So we have kind of a lengthy motion here on approving all 

of these but we have, again, the Board of Adjustment.  We’re looking at two going in there.  Those were 

entered in there.  Looking at the City/County Planning Board there were three members as Mark was 

saying.   As you can see two of them are current Board members on the committee.  From my 

understanding, from the experience that I’ve had in the communications that I’ve had with the Board 

members on the City/County Planning Board is that things are working really well there right now.  So I 

would share that with everyone.  I got a greater understanding of that throughout the process with the 
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County and a little bit better understanding.  So I’d just share that information.  We have the Polson 

Redevelopment Agency again with one position open for that as well.   Does anyone else have anything 

to share or to discuss before we do a motion?”  Commissioner Turner, “Can we break this up into the 

three for motions?”  Mayor Knutson, “We certainly can.”  Commissioner Turner, “The first one is 

pretty easy.  So I will make a motion to approve Karen Sargeant and Johna Morrison to the Polson 

Board of Adjustments.”  Commisisoner Southerland, “I will second.”  VOTE:  Commission 

discussion: none  Public comment:  none  VOTE:  1 abstain 5 Ayes  Motion Carried  Mayor 

Knutson, “Looking at the next one we’ve got the City/County Planning Board.  Can I get a motion or do 

we have discussion?”  Commissioner Turner, “Are any of these people here?”  Mayor Knutson, “Samuel 

Jacobson, Mark Evertz is here, Dennis DeVries is not here.  Those are the two that are currently serving.”  

Commissioner Turner, “Do we want to give Mark a chance to talk?”  Mayor Knutson, “Certainly.  Mr. 

Evertz would you like to come up and say a few words.”  Mark Evertz, “As you all know I am on the 

Board of Adjustments already.  For the second time.  I’ve been in, my folks moved here around 1960.  I 

went to school here.  I’ve been involved in the community ever since.  I umpire softball.  I’ve officiated at 

high school sports.  So I’m used to making decisions, gathering information to make decisions which 

sports officials have to do.  Board of Adjustments, I treat that the same way I do as officiating.  I try to get 

every piece of information that I possibly can so I can make a very informed decision.  Which is what we 

need on these boards, people who will make a good informed decision.  That’s what I’ve always tried to 

do.  You guys see me here at these meetings too.  So you know I’m involved.  Don’t ask me why I’m 

getting involved in City government but for some reason I have.  It’s something I guess I like because I’m 

here and I’m trying.  The thing is as I’ve heard in the past from City Council is why don’t citizens become 

more involved in these boards?  Well I’m trying to be more involved and get on these boards.  Because I 

want to see Polson be a better place.  Not so much for me but for our kids, grandkids, and great grandkids 

and beyond.  I’d like to see Polson never get as big as L.A. of course, but I am here to try and make this 

town as good a town as I possibly can with what time I have left on this earth.  If I can do that then I can 

go to my grave being happy.”  Mayor Knutson, “Any comments or any questions?”  Commissioner 

Turner, “Well Mark I appreciate what you are doing for the Board of Adjustments.  Since you are 

on one, I’m going to recommend, motion for Samuel Jacobson and Dennis Devries for the 

City/County Planning Board.”  Commissioner Morrison second.  Commission comment:  none  

Public comment:  none  Mayor Knutson, “I would like to say too before we close on this and vote on this 

that we do appreciate you serving on the Board of Adjustments.  I hope you continue to come to our 

meetings and provide input as well.”  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried  Mayor Knutson, “Next we 

are on the Polson Redevelopment Agency.  I would be looking for a motion.”  Commissioner Turner, “I 

will make a motion.  Mark I do appreciate what you’ve done for the Board of Adjustments.  I will 

recommend Jules Clavadetscher.”  Commissioner Campbell, “Second that one.”  City Commission 

discussion:  none  Public comment:  none  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

APPROVE RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POLSON ESTABLISHING A SERVICE PLAN 

FOR THE CITY-City Manager Mark Shrives presented this agenda item.  City Manager Shrives, “This 

has been a while.  We had a work session quite some time ago.  This provision of service plan is a 

requirement for the City to have in place as we look at any annexations.  What we had in the past was a 

mixture of plans.  This has put together looking at services that are required when we annex property.  

You may remember we had our City Engineer, Shari Johnson, work on this along with our Planning staff, 

and the City Attorney put this together.  Before you discuss this though I’d like to give you some 

corrections and changes that are actually in the document before we move forward.  On page 6, under 

Economic Conditions and Population Trends if you go down to the third paragraph, that number should 

be there were 1, 991 households.  That’s the number that should be reading there.  On page 8, up in the 

first paragraph, it should say proximity to Glacier Park, Flathead Lake, and Blacktail Ski Resort.  On page 

10 which is blank, that was an extra pagination. So that will be just taken out and the numbers will be 

redone.  It shouldn’t have been a blank page there.  Page 19, in the chart there, under the Park it says 
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Sports Complex, we need to add one more column that will say Skate Park and then there will be a 1 

there.  That was missed.  The Skate Park is at the Sports Complex.  On page 20, the wording should read 

Anticipated Resources Map; it says the Resource Map is intended to give a depiction of the type of 

additional resources and that should say that need consideration before a property or an area may be 

annexed into the City.  On page 24, under Policies for Meeting the Cost of Services the second down 

below after you see the a., b., c., d., that sentence should read; as a guideline the amount that should be set 

aside each year.  So as a guideline the amount that should be set aside each year. Those were the 

corrections that I found today as I was going thru everything.”  Mayor Knutson, “I believe Commissioner 

Campbell may have some additional comments on this before we make a motion.”  Commissioner 

Campbell, “Just for our own, the last paragraph on page 6 we need to read that closer.  The numbers on 

the economic health of this community are sad.  Had some of the same ones that you just quoted.  I think 

my biggest problem, I talked to Tony today, we found a mistake in the Water end of it there on page 14.  

They’re claiming we have seven (7) groundwater wells.  We actually on have six (6).  Well number one 

(1), they show on the map on page 15 is out of service.”  Commissioner Turner, “And the seven (7) 

storage tanks correct?”  Commissioner Campbell, “Yes.”  City Manager Shrives, “So we want to change 

these seven to six on the groundwater wells?”  Commissioner Campbell, “Yes.”  City Manager Shrives, 

“And then remove the #1 from the map or leave it there and show it as out of service?”  Commissioner 

Campbell, “It’s there.  It’s just out of service.”  Tony Porrazzo, “I wanted to keep it in there for semi-

accountability.”  City Manager Shrives, “I’ll leave it on the map.”  Commissioner Campbell, “It has water 

rights that you might be using on the next one.  We can make that seven (7) again maybe soon.”  Mayor 

Knutson, “So should we leave it seven (7) and show that one as non-working?”  Commissioner Campbell, 

“No because they are claiming that these are operating wells.”  City Manager Shrives, “We’ll leave it in 

service on the map, or out-of-service on the map and change it to six (6).”  Commissioner Campbell, “I 

look back and on this stuff that you had on annexation, you had a lot of stuff on agreements with people 

for sewer and annexations and so much of it seemed like just a waste of paper.  We don’t provide sewer 

service unless you annex.  Never have and as far as I know we never intended to.  So why all these 

agreements and all these wording on the agreements?  It looks like number one the City is initiating this 

annexation and these agreements.  Why would we be doing that other than wholly surrounded areas?”  

City Manager Shrives, “Or else, if somebody came in, I guess I will answer the question that this 

document was modeled after the Whitefish document that they had to put together after they lost the 

Supreme Court case, and also Shari coordinated with the State on this.”  Commissioner Campbell, 

“Whitefish has allowed sewer service outside their City before this maybe?”  City Manager Shrives, “I 

think they did yes.”  Commissioner Campbell, “We haven’t and I don’t think you want to change that.”  

Commissioner Turner, “But when you talk about services we do provide some water services outside.” 

Commissioner Campbell, “Yes and I’ll get to that next.”  Commissioner Turner, “Okay.”  Commissioner 

Campbell, “They’ve been different for many years.  The Water is another Supreme Court case that was 

the City of Polson vs. The Southshore Inn.  That has described the water service areas.”  Commissioner 

Turner, “Do we supply any sewer services that are outside of our limits?” Commissioner Campbell, “No.”  

City Manager Shrives, “No.  All of our sewer is in the City.”  Commissioner Campbell, “So my question 

is couldn’t this be covered with a simple statement that our sewer service area is the within the corporate 

City limits and we do not provide sewer service outside of that and save about 60 pages of agreements 

here?  Why do we need to make agreements with service we are not going to give you?”  City Manager 

Shrives, “Which page are you on?”  Commissioner Campbell, “Starting with page 28 and there’s a lot of 

mays.  Property owner may be annexed into the corporate City limits.  I don’t think it is a may. I think it 

is a will be.  If you are going to get sewer service you will annex.”  Tony Porrazzo, “I think a lot of that 

comes from, I mean, it’s happened in Bozeman, it’s happened up towards Whitefish, it’s happened 

towards Kalispell.  Where they’re actually taking in other incorporated areas and going into their sewer 

treatment plants.  You know, like Manhattan and Churchill.  They’ve all had to group together and 

Gallatin and Bozeman they’ve had too.  That’s why some of that stuff is put in there.  Whether it’s 

necessary.”   Commissioner Campbell, “I don’t see that that’s us.”  Commissioner Turner, “Could we 

ever provide, I’m using 35 just because I know we have water out there.  Provide services out there?”  
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Tony Porrazzo, “Yeah if they’d be annexed into the City.”  Commissioner Turner, “Would they have to 

be annexed into the City?”  Commissioner Campbell, “Yes.”  Tony Porrazzo, “Well that’s our Ordinances 

that stand today.  Yes.”  Commissioner Campbell, “You know it’s something that we offer that’s very 

valuable and we should stick with them.  Water we tried something similar.  We tried denying water one 

time and we got sued.  It went for years before I worked here.  But it was settled before I worked here.  It 

went all the way to the Supreme Court and it actually defined what the water service area was in the State 

of Montana.  I think it basically stated that if your property is adjacent to a water main and you request 

water service, you will receive it.”  Commissioner Turner, “Right.”  Commissioner Campbell, “Polson, 

all the history goes way back, if I remember the dates, to around 1922 we got water rights and started 

bringing water in from the mountains on Service Water supply.  We started hooking people up on that.  

None of those people were in the City limits.  We set an example a long, long time ago.  Then we allowed 

that to go.  A previous water superintendent before me tried to deny a hook-up that was outside the City 

limits, which is in the City limits now, which is the Southshore Inn.  They sued.  It went a long time.  

They wanted fire protection. The water superintendent said that the old wooden main wouldn’t handle 

that and they denied it.  They sued and won.  So that is another subject that we are going to look at here.  

You look like you are requiring annexation in this document, for water service, which I’m pretty sure is 

illegal.  The next section I said what I wanted there.  I guess goes on to Agreement for Annexation and 

City water service, page 33.  I don’t think we can do that.  We’ve probably already, for 80 years, already 

done that without annexing.  I don’t know.  It just seems like a lot of words and a lot of pages for 

something.”  City Manager Shrives, “Let me do this then.  I can’t answer all of these questions without 

going back and doing research.  So let me have you table this.  If I can I will try and bring it back on the 

21st.  If not, I will bring it back at the first meeting in February.  Then maybe I will get with you and 

follow up.”  Commissioner Campbell, “I’d be happy to talk to Rich or either one.  This is what I 

remember.”  City Manager Shrives, “No.  That’s fine.”  Commissioner Campbell, “It just seems like we 

are sort of covering these things with a whole lot less words.”  City Manager Shrives, “Okay.”  Mayor 

Knutson, “Okay.  Do you want to go ahead then and make a motion John to table?”  Commissioner 

Campbell, “I make a motion to table Agenda Item NO. 11 which is establishing a service plan for 

the City of Polson.”  Commissioner Turner, “Second.”  Commissioner discussion:  none  Public 

comment:  none  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

APPROVE THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF POLSON 

AND PAUL AND SHIRLEY GOCHIS TO PURCHASE REAL PROPERTY.  City Manager Shrives 

presented this agenda item.  City Manager Mark Shrives, “As you know we have been looking for well 

property as part of the TSEP Water Grant we got to fund this project.  We have found some property 

working with our water consultant.  So basically the process is first we obtain appraisal of the property, 

and then once we get that we negotiate a purchase.  Which basically the purchase price matched the 

appraisal price of the property.  As you read in the agreement the way that it will work is that we will pay 

$1,500.00 earnest money.  Then the total sale price was $50,000.00.  So that will be $48,500 at closing.  

Before that happens we will drill a test well to insure that the well meets the production we need.  If the 

test well is not successful then the sale is off.  Basically the Gochis’ then have a well that is producing 

whatever a well may produce but it wasn’t enough for the City.  You had an opportunity to read the letter 

and the items in the agreement.  I think we’ve tried to cover all of the issues that we need to in moving 

forward.  So basically the Gochis’ have signed the buy/sell agreement and since this is a purchase of 

property it does require City Commission approval to move forward.”  Commissioner Turner, “Is the 

earnest money non-refundable?”  City Manager Shrives, “No.  It’s refundable also.”  Commissioner 

Campbell, “I think this sounds like a good plan.  So many unknowns underneath.”  City Manager Shrives, 

“There are.  The other thing that is that if it moves forward, it also requires because it is a, there would be, 

when we purchase it, we will have to go thru the County Planning process because there would be that 

parcel would be coming into the City.  So that would be one other item that’s part of the process.”  

Commissioner Turner, “What was the total area of the land?”  Tony Porrazzo, “It’s just less than an acre.  

We had to get two easements with it.  Because the way it sits on the property we had to get an easement 
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from the neighbor which is really small.  We got an easement for the road and stuff that goes up back to 

the back houses.  I think it’s like 8.4 of an acre or 8.7.  It’s just shy of an acre.”  Commissioner Campbell, 

“What you need Tony, right, was a 100 foot radius?”  Tony Porrazzo, “Right.”  Commissioner Campbell, 

“So in order to get that you had to get the other easement.”  Commissioner Turner, “Did those easements 

cost us anything?”  Tony Porrazzo, “No.”  City Manager Shrives, “No.”  Tony Porrazzo, “No.  The 

neighbor lady just gave it to us. So it was fairly simple. Then the Gochis’ gave us the other easement.”  

Commissioner Erickson, “How much does the well test site cost?”  City Manager Shrives, “Test well, to 

drill a test well is about $12,000.00.”  Commissioner Turner, “And this parcel is east of town?  Is that 

correct?”  Tony Porrazzo, “Yes, it’s out on 35.”  Mayor Knutson, “Near DeLaney’s.”  Commissioner 

Turner, “Okay.  That’s what I thought.  Just making sure.”  Mayor Knutson, “Okay.  Can I get a motion?”  

Commissioner Southerland “I move to approve the Memorandum of Agreement between the City 

of Polson and Paul and Shirley Gochis to Purchase Real Property.”  Commissioner Morrison, 

“Second.”  Commission discussion:  none  Public Comment:  Elsa Duford, “I just have a question.  

Where on 35 is this location?  I couldn’t tell from that map.”  Mayor Knutson, “It’s I believe right near 

the DeLaney’s.”  Commissioner Campbell, “It’s east.  It can’t be more than about 2-300 yards east of 

DeLaney’s.”  Elsa Duford, “East of DeLaney’s?”  Commissioner Campbell, “Yeah.  You know where 

the, this family has a fruit stand right there on the highway there.  Foothills Electric was their business 

right there.  Beyond the white house right up front there.”  Tony Porrazzo, “Rose Titerman’s place was 

right there.”  Commissioner Campbell, “I think the entrance to Mission Bay subdivision is pretty close on 

the other side of the highway.”  Elsa Duford, “Is it on the north or south side of the highway?”  

Commissioner Campbell, “It’s on the south side of the highway.”  Elsa Duford, “South side?  I just 

couldn’t, that map wasn’t very clear on that.”   VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

APPROVE EXTENSION OF SUBDIVISION IMPROVEMENT AGREEMENT FOR 

RIDGEWATER PHASE 4.  City Manager Mark Shrives presented this agenda item.  City Manager 

Shrives, “I think you all should have received the email.  Essentially we had an agreement, a Subdivision 

Improvement Agreement with Ridgewater was that the Phase 4 improvements would be completed by 

January 10, 2015.  We had a letter of credit from the bank.  We received a letter from them.  Their 

engineer, the department heads, our City Enginner did an inspection.  We identified quite a few areas that 

were not going to meet City standards.  So our choice was we either take the Letter of Credit and then we 

would do the work or call them and say if we can get an extension on the Subdivision Improvement 

Agreement, if the bank would extend the Letter of Credit, I would prefer that they do the work and not the 

City.  We got both those documents and so I recommend that we extend the Subdivision Improvement 

Agreement for Phase 4 to the first of June.  Which actually will work out fairly nicely because the other 

work that is going to be going on out there as part of Phase 5 will be completed about that same time.  So 

we will get that whole project at once.  A lot easier than the City going out there and doing it.  It just 

didn’t make a lot of sense.”  Commissioner Turner, “And did we get the letter from the bank?”  City 

Manager Shrives, “I have both.  I have the letter from the bank and I have the signed new subdivision 

agreement.”  Commissioner Campbell, “Makes sense.”  Mayor Knutson, “Do I have a motion?”  

Commissioner Turner, “I will make the motion to approve the extension of the Subdivision 

Improvement Agreement for Ridgewater Phase 4 to the 1st of June.”  Commissioner Campbell, 

“Second.”  Commission discussion:  none  Public comment: Commissioner Campbell, “I agree with 

Mark.  Would be better to let them do it.”  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE 

AGENDA-Ken Avison, “Seriously this time.  I’d like to I guess first wish you all a Happy New Year.  

Very sincerely thank you for what you do.  Very sincerely.  The presentation by Juan was excellent.  I 

didn’t know he’d be here tonight.  He made the same presentation to our little downtown business 

association.  It was very, very well received.  He just does an excellent job with that.  Great public 

relations.  Very much appreciated that it was allowed.  I call him Big Bill Smith but Councilman Turner 

mentioned him bringing the fire pit up for New Year’s Eve.  He also did the same for our Parade of Lights 
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and when Santa Claus arrived.  Very much appreciated.  I guess that sort of concludes my remarks.  I 

would like to say how much we appreciate the snow removal.  It’s a dirty task and it has to be done.  Who 

knows how to do it correctly?  It has to be moved out and it was and it will be.  They really do a good job.  

Our Street Department.  So thank you very much for that.”  Mayor Knutson, “Well I have a call in to 

Mother Nature to remove the ice later.”   

Mayor Knutson asks for a Motion to Adjourn.  Commissioner Morrison motion to adjourn.  

Commissioner Erickson second.  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried.   

 

ADJOURN:  8:19 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


