
POLSON CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
CITY HALL - CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2012 

ATTENDANCE: City Commissioners: Todd Erickson, Stephen Turner, Mike Lies, Dan Morrison, 
Fred Funke and Mayor Pat DeVries presiding. City Attorney James Raymond, City Manager Todd 
Crossett, City Clerk Cindy Dooley, Police Chief Wade Nash, and Water/Sewer Superintendent Tony 
Porrazzo present. Commissioner John Campbell absent. Others present (that signed in) Murat 
Kalinyaprak and many citizens from the public hearing earlier in the evening. 

Mayor Pat DeVries called the meeting to order. The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

Commissioner Campbell was in Helena attending meetings and could not be present this evening. 

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA: Commissioner Lies moved to accept the proposed agenda, 
seconded by Commissioner Funke. Commission discussion: None. Public discussion: None. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. FEBRUARY 1 -17 CLAIMS 

Commissioner Morrison moved to approve the consent agenda for February 1 - 17 claims, seconded by 
Commissioner Erickson. Commission discussion: Commissioner Lies questioned a negative $20,000.00 
item for water/sewer on page 4 of the claim report. City Clerk Dooley responded that this represents a 
retainage that is being held back from Sandry Construction. The gross payment was $98,710.55 less the 
$20,000 retainage for a net payment of $78,710.55 and then the contractor's gross receipts tax was sent to 
the Department of Revenue for $787.11. City Manager Crossett commented that this payment was for 
construction on the water tower started in 2008. Public discussion: None. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES FEBRUARY 6, 2012: Commissioner Funke moved to approve 
the commission meeting minutes of February 6, 2012, seconded by Commissioner Morrison. 
Commission discussion: None. Public discussion: None. The motion carried unanimously. 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 

City Manager Crossett commented on the impact fee research that has been done recently regarding any 
additional properties that would not be subject to Ordinance 624 Impact Fees. It has been determined 
that there are four properties that should receive refunds in three subdivisions. In those subdivisions, the 
developers paid the capital improvement fees which were the precursor to the present impact fees and 
the builders/homeowners paid the current impact fees . The builder/homeowners will receive refunds 
that total approximately $25,000.00. There will be a commission workshop possibly in mid-March to 
review the impact fee ordinance. He commented that there has been discussion regarding a possible 
holiday or reduction on the impact fees charged and removing the exemption on the remaining bare lots 
in the exempted subdivisions - these items would be discussed at the workshop and it may take more 
than one workshop to accomplish this. 

The Skyline project is about ready to start again. It is projected to take two construction seasons to finish 
the project. Stelling Engineers, Inc is working on the final plans and hopes to have it ready for bid soon 
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so construction can start in early summer. There are several carry over projects from last season that will 
be worked on including the trail and chip sealing where the new storm water project was done. 

The Polson Development Code Re-write Committee will meet in March. It is his understanding that all 
committee members will be available and able to engage in that process. 

City Manager Crossett will be in Chicago for a conference to kick-off the Orton Grant project. This trip is 
a training session to learn about how to develop the community involvement part of the plan. This trip is 
entirely funded by the Orton Foundation. 

The City is working with the Polson Redevelopment Agency (PRA) on the Gambles building (Clerk note 
-located on Main Street). There is a commercial appraisal being done, and when that is received there 
will be a meeting with the PRA to discuss the options going forward. 

The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) contract has been negotiated and signed by City 
Manager Crossett for the work to be done on 7th Avenue west of Main Street. The concern was the stop 
signs at the intersection of Main Street and 7th Avenue - if MDT would remove those. There is now a 
clause in the contract that the signage will stay. During City Manager Crossett's phone conversation with 
MDT officials there was also discussion about moving the state highway deSignation from Main Street to 
First Street East or First Street West since Main Street functions more as a shopping street now than a 
secondary highway. 

City Manager Crossett has been working with Parks Supervisor Karen Sargeant and Lake County, who 
has hired David DeGrand pre, to provide input on development of a county biking and walking trail 
system. The City will be working on its own trails plan with input from a citizen committee and staff that 
will then integrate with the Polson Redevelopment Code. 

The personnel manual is being updated based on the City's insurance carrier recommendations. The 
manual will include language on the Whistleblower policy that is being developed. 

City Attorney Raymond and City Manager Crossett are working on an agreement with the Airport and 
FAA on an easement purchase. A draft is being reviewed by the FAA and will be presented to the Tribal 
Council through their lands management staff in the near future. 

The Envision Polson! group that City Manager Crossett leads, has been looking at ways to draw people to 
Polson year-round. The suggestions have included a triathlon in the summer and pOSSibly a film festival 
in the winter. A longer range project is an ice skating rink that Parks Superintendent Sargeant has been 
working on. 

NEW BUSINESS 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 660 PROHIBITING THE USE OF HAND HELD ELECTRONIC 
COMMUNICATION DEVICES WHILE OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE - FIRST READING: 
Mayor DeVries commented that a public hearing was held earlier in the evening and that she had failed 
to note that there were no written comments received for the record. City Manager Crossett commented 
that there has been extensive testimony for and against the ordinance with very useful information 
provided. Commissioner Lies moved for the Adoption of Ordinance 660. The motion died for lack of 
a second. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC: Lee Manicke read excerpts 
from an e-mail from City Manager Crossett to the Mayor and City Commission members with a cc to City 
Attorney James Raymond on February 13, 2012. The email disputed Lee Manicke's earlier claim that Bob 
Fulton and three other committee members had quit and said that additional to Bob Fulton, only David 
Whitesell had been unable to attend as a result of a busy schedule. Lee Manicke disputed the City 
Manager's email, saying that the additional members who resigned were Bruce Agrella, Marc Carstens 
and David Whitesell. 

Murat Kalinyaprak commented on the February 6th Commission Meeting minutes regarding Mayor 
DeVries statement that discussion has been allowed on the consent agenda in the past at that it would 
continue to be allowed. He commented that he was denied the opportunity to comment on the consent 
agenda at the January 18th meeting when Commissioner Lies was presiding. He questioned who had 
placed the parenthetical notation beside the consent agenda that said no discussion and voiced 
displeasure with the City Government. 

Mark Evertz stated that he has a problem with the comment made at the last commission meeting 
regarding citizens not being able to serve on the impact review committee. He questioned why they 
could not be on the committee. Mayor DeVries responded that the Ordinance (624) states specifically 
who is on that committee and as a part of the review process this could be looked at. She stated that there 
will be an opportunity for a lot of public comment on the review of the Ordinance. Mr. Evertz stated that 
he would like to be on the committee. He served on the original committee that studied the impact fees 
and made the recommendation to the council to implement it. 

Police Chief Nash commented that over the last several months there have been quite a few break-ins and 
burglaries including Pizza Hut. The suspect was apprehended in the Pizza Hut break-in as a result of 
employees fleeing out the back door and calling 911 - the officers responded promptly and arrested the 
suspect while still in the act. There has also been a large felony drug case arrest and a suspect was 
arrested after a break-in at the Skate Shop across from Super One. He also commented on the complaints 
in the Skyline area regarding viewing the Snowy Owls. He asked the public to be responsible and be 
courteous and respectful of the residents that live in that area. There is one case that is going to result in 
criminal charges. He commented that the birds are beautiful and have attracted a lot of visitors to the 
Polson area. Mayor DeVries thanked him for his comments. City Manager Crossett commented that 
public parking has been setup on Skyview with signs directing people where to park. Police Chief Nash 
responded that this temporary fix has been working out well, and it his understanding that the owls may 
be here for another month. 

John Swenson commended the Commission for hearing the publiC on Ordinance 660 and added his 
thank-you. Mayor DeVries and Commissioner Morrison thanked Mr. Swenson for his comments and for 
speaking up. 

City Manager Crossett thanked Lee Manicke for sharing his comments. He commented that David 
Whitesell mentioned that he did not have time for the committee because of issues with the school. Bruce 
Agrella and Marc Carstens were on a previous form of the committee when the original draft was being 
developed. They are not on the committee that is currently reviewing the draft. City Manager Crossett 
does not believe that any of the three quit because they disagreed with the process. The committee wants 
to develop the best document possible and welcomes diverSity on the committee. 
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The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
c::, 

Mayor Pat DeVries 

Attest: Cindy Dooley, City Clerk 
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