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POLSON CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
CITY HALL – CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS 
MONDAY, MARCH 5, 2012 
 
ATTENDANCE:  City Commissioners:  Todd Erickson, John Campbell, Stephen Turner, Mike Lies, 
Dan Morrison, Fred Funke and Mayor Pat DeVries presiding.  City Attorney James Raymond, City 
Manager Todd Crossett, City Treasurer Bonnie Manicke, City Clerk Cindy Dooley and Police Chief 
Wade Nash present.  Others present (that signed in) Agnes Rinehart, Ken Siler, Mark Shackelford, 
Joslyn Shackelford and Rory Horning.  
 
Mayor Pat DeVries called the meeting to order.  The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA:  Commissioner Erickson moved to accept the proposed 
agenda, seconded by Commissioner Campbell.  Commission discussion:  None.  Public discussion:  
None.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

A. FEBRUARY 18 - 29 CLAIMS 
Commissioner Funke moved to approve the consent agenda for February 18 - 29 claims, seconded by 
Commissioner Morrison.  Commission discussion:  None.  Public discussion:  None.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES FEBRUARY 22, 2012:   Commissioner Erickson moved 
to approve the commission public hearing minutes of February 22, 2012, seconded by Commissioner 
Turner.  Commission discussion:  None.  Public discussion:  None.  Commissioners Funke, Morrison, 
Lies, Turner and Erickson voted aye.  Commissioner Campbell abstained.  Motion carried. 
 
COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES FEBRUARY 22, 2012:   Commissioner Funke moved to approve 
the commission meeting minutes of February 22, 2012, seconded by Commissioner Morrison.  
Commission discussion:  None.  Public discussion:  Lita Fonda requested that her comment in the public 
comment section of the minutes be retracted as she felt it was poorly stated.  Commissioners Funke, 
Morrison, Lies, Turner and Erickson voted aye.  Commissioner Campbell abstained.  Motion carried. 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:   
 
City Manager Crossett attended the Orton grant training seminar in Chicago on February 23- 25th which 
focused on the planning process for engaging the public in the grant activities.  There were communities 
present that have already finished their grant and some that are in their second year and they provided a 
great deal of insight on their projects.  City Manager Crossett was impressed with the information from 
Golden, Colorado where they were able to gather a large amount of public input and access those values 
to help them in their land-use planning process.  They were also re-writing their codes and used the 
information effectively to aid the process.  One community shared that through the grant process they 
concluded that their zoning districts were too broad and needed to be broken up to more accurately 
reflect individual neighborhood values.  Polson has many distinct neighborhoods and this type of input 
could be useful here as-well. 
 
The police department has been short one officer and there have been several rounds of interviews to hire 
the position.  The city is in the final process of hiring an officer and Police Chief Nash will introduce the 
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officer at an upcoming commission meeting.  Mayor DeVries asked if this is the grant position.  City 
Manager Crossett responded that he believed Officer Scott had been in the grant position (Clerk note - 
funded by the Federal COPS [Community Oriented Policing Services] grant) but was unsure about the 
details as to the hierarchy within the department relative to the grant with the new hire. 
 
There will be a full day meeting the week of March 12th to go over the Skyline project.  Superintendent 
Porrazzo and other staff will meet with staff from Stelling Engineers, Inc. to go over plans including 
subsurface work that needs to be completed before other projects can start.  
 
The golf course restaurant will not open for full service to the public until May but will provide the 
needed catering services for golfing events in April according to Golf Director Roger Wallace.  The 
weather will play a factor in the opening of the restaurant and a schedule will be posted regarding hours.  
Commissioner Campbell asked when the restaurant opened last year.  City Manager Crossett responded 
that the restaurant manager was on full-time in February and the restaurant opened in March.  This did 
not work out well due to the weather and the city will be much more cautious about the opening this year 
but will remain responsive to changing weather conditions. 
 
The budget process is starting.  City Clerk Dooley and Office Manager Sarracino are working on 
preliminary estimates. 
 
Plans are being made for a commission workshop at the next meeting that will address issues with the 
Impact Fee Ordinance (no. 624). 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY POLL FOR ENVISION POLSON!:  Mayor DeVries introduced 
David Whitesell, Polson Superintendent of Schools and Darlis Smith, Project Coordinator for the Orton 
Grant Project as guest speakers for the PowerPoint presentation.  Mr. Whitesell was instrumental in 
getting the poll conducted.  Darlis Smith started the presentation by explaining that Envision Polson! is a 
group of neighbors helping neighbors – a grass roots effort that was formed under the direction of the 
Greater Polson Community Foundation (GPCF).  There are eight committees that have been formed to 
align with the interests of the group members.  The eight committees formulated goals for Polson and 
presented these goals in the form of a survey.  David Whitesell explained that the survey was conducted 
online using SurveyMonkey©.  The link to the survey was posted on various websites, advertised in the 
paper, e-mailed to various listservs and was distributed on postcards to local businesses.  There were 
only 259 completed surveys which is a very small sample and there was a lot of confusion by participants 
which may have affected the data results.  Participants were asked to rank each goal as extremely liked, 
liked, okay, disliked or extremely disliked.  There were a series of actions related to each goal that 
participants ranked and the participants were also encouraged to add open-ended comments on each 
goal.  The top ranked goals were beautification of Polson, economic stability, youth activities, and 
Flathead Lake as a unique feature.  The lowest ranked goals were year-round recreation, health & well 
being of citizens, leadership & collaboration among local officials, and tourism.  None of the goals 
received a rating of 3.7 or lower on an 8 point scale.  The actions that the participants would like to see as 
a result of the survey include removing blight, upgrading infrastructure, enhancing the parks, developing 
better communication among civic and government leaders, attracting new businesses with livable 
wages, creating a lakefront boardwalk, enhancing the trail system, attracting geotourists (tourists that 
enjoy the authentic natural ecology of the community), promoting Polson, developing programs to 
engage youth and community support of schools and education.  David Whitesell and Darlis Smith 
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expanded on each of the goals giving more insight into the open-ended comments and the direction that 
the Envision Polson! committees are taking on the favorable actions that participants want.  Some 
complaints in the survey included lack of parking for RVs in Polson, lack of accommodations for boaters; 
decisions are made without citizen input - often favoring the wealthy and those in government and 
business decay along Highway 93.  Forty-six percent of the participants in the survey were identified as 
being from Polson, 44% were from rural areas surrounding Polson and 10% were identified as Other.  The 
predominant age group of participants was 46 – 65.  The poll was concluded before the Orton Grant was 
received so part of the grant money will be used to refine and build on this poll and to reach a much 
wider audience.  The full PowerPoint presentation can be viewed at www.polsonforever.org as a pdf file.  
Mayor DeVries then opened it up to public questions.  John Swenson commented that he feels the values 
education that is part of the “master plan” is a violation of the oath of office of elected officials if the 
elected officials make laws based on these values from a small group.  He said this violates a 
representative government and asked Mr. Whitesell if he believed this placed the commission in violation 
of their oath of office.  David Whitesell responded that this presentation was informative only and that 
they were not asking the commission to vote or approve anything.  John Swenson then questioned if this 
was part of a twenty year planning process.  Mayor DeVries responded that this was simply a 
presentation of a community survey that was conducted, it was well presented and that was the extent of 
it.  Cheryl Wolfe questioned how the steering committee of Envision Polson! decided who to survey and 
commented that she hoped that sidewalk repair and improvements would be part of this city 
commissions’ goals.  Darlis Smith responded that the survey was open to everyone since it was an online 
survey.  It was advertised in the Leader and Valley Journal and postcards with the link were placed at 
businesses.  Mayor DeVries commented that the Envision Polson! committee members also promoted it at 
other organizations that they belong to.  Cheryl Wolfe further commented that the SurveyMonkey© 
website is not user friendly for those that are not computer savvy.  Elsa Duford asked if this poll has 
anything to do with the storytelling activities of the Orton grant project.  Darlis Smith responded that 
they realize the number of respondents of this survey is too low to project any representative views so the 
Orton grant will provide the opportunity to go to all the different neighborhoods and hear their stories 
and gather their ideas into a much larger database of information.  Mayor DeVries announced that the 
Greater Polson Community Foundation will have an office for the Orton grant project in the atrium of the 
Library building starting in late March.  A citizen thanked the group for the presentation. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC:  Mayor DeVries reminded the 
audience of the three minute rule which allows one comment per person to last no longer than three 
minutes. 
 
Commissioner Erickson thanked City Manager Crossett and Daniel and Darlis Smith for sacrificing time 
away from their families to attend the Orton training session in Chicago.  Commissioner Erickson had 
been approached to attend and understood that three days of being away from children’s activities is a lot 
to ask.  He also said that the presentation this evening was not a “subversive plot” but rather expressed a 
vision that has been lacking and he is excited about it. 
 
Elsa Duford questioned when the Orton Grant partnership agreement attachments (Clerk note:  
attachments B & C) would be available.  City Clerk Dooley responded that the City is waiting for the 
signed copy from the Orton Foundation that will have all of the attachments included.    
 
Mayor DeVries announced that there will be a public information meeting on March 15th at the Methodist 
Church at 6:30 pm presented by Stelling Engineers, Inc. on the TIGER grant and the Skyline project.   

http://www.polsonforever.org/�
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Peter Daniels commented that the State of Montana is discussing what to do with the surplus revenue 
that it has and one idea is to give an income tax rebate.  Instead, he would like the city commission along 
with other government officials to contact their representatives to request that the money be distributed 
to the cities and towns for road repair work. 
 
John Swenson commented that although Commissioner Erickson feels that the presentation this evening 
is not part of a subversive plan, the terms and ideas presented are not new.  His research indicates that 
hundreds or thousands of cities have been selected for these plans in the past.  He said that this is part of 
a smart growth plan promoted by the United Nation’s Agenda 21 proclamation.  Mr. Swenson expressed 
his belief that worshipping the Earth is a religion, and that environmentalism is a religion.  He said that if 
these groups replace elected officials in the capacity of governing through their secular and religious 
ideas, that this is a violation of the oath of office.  He said that individuals that belong to groups such as 
Envision Polson! are clueless about Agenda 21 and what he feels is happening in Lake County regarding 
handing over control to these groups who have not studied the subject. 
 
Lita Fonda disagreed with Mr. Swenson’s comments, stating that fear-mongering about these things is 
offensive to her.  She commented that topics such as the environment and sustainability are grass-roots 
ideas and are not directed by groups in another country.  She is also concerned about citizens from other 
towns such as St. Ignatius coming to the city commission meetings to tell us not to listen to people from 
other towns that are trying to tell us what to do with our community.  She appreciated the Envision 
Polson! presentation and stated that they are a community group, not part of the government and we 
need to recognize that difference.   
 
Cheryl Wolfe commented that she disagreed with Mr. Swenson’s statement that environmentalism is a 
religion and did not appreciate him calling people clueless.  She said that environmentalists are simply 
the opposites of litter bugs.  She said everyone should be responsible for taking care of their trash and 
doing a little extra would be a big improvement.  She also thanked City Manager Crossett for his 
comment on zoning areas being too broad.  She said that miles of strip malls or car lots or hundreds of 
acres of subdivisions are not what people want – people prefer mixed use areas where the neighborhood 
contains stores, doctor offices, schools and hospitals – places that are quick and easy to get to. 
 
Mayor DeVries closed the public meeting.   
 
LITIGATION/PERSONNEL:  Mayor DeVries brought the executive session to order.  The City 
Manager discussed litigation options with the Commission and City Attorney and received instructions.  
They also discussed a personnel issue. 
 
Mayor DeVries re-opened the meeting and adjourned.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
      ________________________________________________ 
      Mayor Pat DeVries 
__________________________________________ 
Attest:  Cindy Dooley, City Clerk 
 
__________________________________________ 
Attest:  James Raymond, City Attorney 


