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CITY OF POLSON  

COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Commission Chambers                March 17, 2014                                     7:00 p.m. 
   
ATTENDANCE: Mayor Heather Knutson, City Commissioners: John Campbell, Todd Erikson,  

Dan Morrison, Ken Siler, Jill Southerland, Stephen Turner, City Manager, Mark Shrives, and  

City Clerk Cora Pritt.  

 

Others present (that voluntarily signed in): Lori Benner, Elsa Duford, Beth Hoel, Drew Hoel, Rory 

Horning, Kevin Johnson, Shari Johnson, Paul London, Bonnie Manicke, Irene Marchello, Lou 

Marchello, Andrew Speer, Gordon Zimmerman. 

 

1 .CALL TO ORDER                                                                 

  Mayor Knutson called the meeting to order. The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
 

2.  APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA  

                                  Commissioner Campbell motioned to approve the Proposed Agenda.  Commissioner 

Erikson  seconded.  No discussion from Commission or Public.  VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried 

     
3. APPROVAL OF CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES FEBRUARY 20, 2014-  

Commissioner Siler motioned to approve the City Commission Meeting Minutes February 20, 

2014.  Commissioner Southerland second.   Commission Discussion  None  Public Comment: none 

VOTE- Commissioners Campbell  and Erikson Abstained  VOTE: 5 ayes  Motion carried. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES FEBRUARY 24, 2014-  

Commissioner Campbell motioned to approve the City Commission Meeting Minutes February 

24, 2014.  Commissioner Southerland second.   Commission Discussion  None  Public 

Comment: none  VOTE- Commissioner Siler Abstained  VOTE: 6 ayes  Motion carried.   

 

5. APPROVAL OF CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES MARCH 3, 2014- 

Commissioner Turner motioned to approve the City Commission Meeting Minutes March 3, 2014.  

Commissioner Siler second.   Commission Discussion-Mayor Knutson made the following changes: 

On Item #4, please change the vote to reflect who voted for the item.  On Item #9 please add the 

following: There will be a ceremony on April 1
st
 to read the Proclamation recognizing National and 

Local Service in our community, as well as a ceremony to recognize former mayors who have served 

Polson.  A plaque with the names of the mayors will be dedicated at that time.  Following the 

presentation of information and the plaque, we will enjoy cake and coffee.  This event will be held at the 

North Lake County Library at 10:00 a.m. on April 1.  Public Discussion:  Elsa Duford commented on the 

minutes from February 19, 2014 meeting.  In the Valley Journal it was reported that the Local 

Government Study Commission of $14, 500.00 will be budgeted for the study.  Elsa questioned whether 

this would be a budget item or a mill levy.  City Manager Mark Shrives answered that the primary 

election has to occur first before anything will be determined. Elsa asked how this would be explained to 

the public so that they would understand before the vote.  City Manager Mark Shrives answered that if 

the study is voted for, and then there will be a mill levy.  Rory Horning-commented that this makes a 

great point for not having action minutes.  There are times of clarification and you made a good point for 

that.  Mr. Horning further stated that he hoped that the Mayor will keep that in mind as that is discussed.  
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Commissioner Turner amended his motion to approve the minutes of March 3, 2014 with the 

changes from the Mayor.  Commissioner Siler second.  VOTE: Commissioner Morrison abstained 

6 ayes  Motion carried.  

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA-Claims February 27, 2014 to March 11, 2014-Commissioner Turner 

motioned to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Campbell second.  Commission 

Discussion:  Mayor Knutson asked the City Manager about the Golf Pass refund.  City Manager Mark 

Shrives explained that the $50.00 deduction was the administrative charge.  No Public Comment  

VOTE: Unanimous Motion passed. 

 

       
7.  CITY MANAGER COMMENTS- City Manager Mark Shrives gave the following comments:  

 

 Follow up on electric bill questioned at a previous meeting.  There was a comparison to last 

year’s electric bill and the two bills matched.  The item in question was due to the fact that the description 

line on the claim cut off the entire description.  It included all the City parks.  

 

 Street Department budget, with the overtime required due to the amount of snow plowing, 

$2,075.00 was budgeted for overtime.  However, with the extra snow plowing, we spent $4, 047.00.  

Overtime wise we are $1,972.00 over on what was budgeted.  This will be absorbed in the overall 

department budget.  From a budgeting standpoint it is good to know how we will need to budget in the 

future.  The de-icer chemical we budgeted $20,000.00 and have spent $18,000.00 so we are not too bad 

there.   

 Reminder, there is a workshop scheduled for the 27
th
.  MMIA Regional Training is the 26

th
.  

 

 Follow up about the meeting with MDoT. We discussed Main Street.  We talked about swapping 

Main Street with First Street West.  For several years this has been a handshake agreement.  For several 

years we have handled the maintenance and snow removal on Main Street and MDoT has handled First 

Street West.   We are trying to formalize the agreement; #1.  The maintenance of it.  The longer term is to 

swap those two streets. So, we would take responsibility for Main St. and MDoT would take 

responsibility for First Street West.  We also discussed the fact that the investment that the City made in 

Main Street we would like to recoup some of that investment from some work that MDoT would do on 

First Street West.  We think we will be able to get the short term piece done, the maintenance agreement 

fairly quickly.  Long term is just a little bit more process with MDoT.   There’s been a lot of discussion 

about downtown signage, business district type signage.  This has turned into a fairly easy fix.  Ken 

Avison is going to be working with MDoT to identify the signage to provide business district or 

appropriate signs to point people to downtown. Community Interest Signing, we discussed that.  There is 

currently a Community Gateway signing policy in the process of going through the State.  It is moving 

along pretty quickly.  We should be working with MDoT and get that done pretty quickly.  We have 

identified that the path that goes under the bridge that snowplows going across the bridge throw snow 

onto the path.  This shouldn’t be a problem with anyone being present on the bridge, but it is a problem 

with the de-icer and has a potential to damage the concrete. We are looking at ideas on how to minimize 

that for both safety and the concrete itself.  We also talked about the triangular area between Bayshore 

and Bayview Drive.  MDoT is looking at that.  It is MDoT’s Right-of-Way.  One of our questions was, 

from Commissioner Campbell, could we put any signage there from the Golf Course and Restaurant.  

There is a possibility that there is a specific type of signage that MDoT does allow.  We are working on 

that.  We discussed the Transportation Assistance Grant that the school system was given. We talked 

about how we may be able to work together through that.  We are working through the details.  It was a 

very good meeting.    There was no discussion. 
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8.  WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT UPDATE- City of Polson Water/Sewer Superintendent 

Tony Porrazzo gave a brief history on the project.  He then introduced the other presenters:  Shari 

Johnson- Civil Engineer, Kevin Johnson-Dowl HKM, Lori Benner of Nittney Grant.  Mr. Porrazzo also 

thanked the City Staff members, Finance Officer Cindy Dooley, Assistant Water Superintendent Ashley 

Walker, Water/Sewer Clerk Forrest Niemeyer and City Clerk Cora Pritt for their assistance.  The 

following is the powerpoint presentation:  
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8:55 p.m.-Recess for 5 minutes.  

 

9:00 p.m.-RECONVENE 

 

9.  APPROVE THE FINANCE OFFICER’S SECURITIES FOR PUBLIC FUNDS ON DEPOSIT 

REPORT FOR JUNE 30, 2013.   City Finance Officer Cindy Dooley gave the following presentation: 
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Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the Finance Officer’s Securities for Public Funds on 

Deposit report for June 30, 2013.  Commissioner Siler second.  Commission Discussion: none  Public 

Discussion: none.  VOTE: Unanimous  Motion Carried.  

 

10.  APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 1055 TO PROVIDE MATCHING FUNDS FOR THE TSEP 

GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $251,100.00- City Finance Officer Cindy Dooley presented this item. 

Before the water project can proceed the City needs to show commitment to TSEP & DNRC that we have 

the matching funds on hand. Commissioner Campbell motioned to approve Resolution No. 1055 to 

provide matching funds for the TSEP grant in the amount of $251,100.00  Commissioner Turner 

second.  Commission Discussion: none  Public Discussion:  None   VOTE: Unanimous  Motion carried  
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11.  APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 1056 ESTABLISHING A CITY COMMISSION SUB-

COMMITTEE TO WORK WITH THE POLSON RURAL FIRE DISTRICT REGARDING THE 

CITY OF POLSON FIRE DEPARTMENT AND POLSON RURAL FIRE DISTRICT-This agenda 

item was presented by City Manager Mark Shrives.  This is a follow up from the joint meeting that we 

had with the Polson Rural Fire District Board.  There was a joint decision to set up this committee.  The 

Rural Fire District Board has already appointed two members to the Committee.  City Manager Shrives 

recommendation is to appoint two elected officials to serve on this Committee as well. Commissioner 

Erikson motioned to approve Resolution No. 1056.  A resolution of the City Council of the City of 

Polson establishing a City Commission Sub-Committee to work with the Polson Rural Fire District 

regarding the City of Polson Fire Department and Polson Rural Fire District Agency Evaluation.  

Commissioner Southerland second.   Commission Discussion:  none  Public Discussion:  none.  

VOTE: Unanimous  Motion Carried.  

Mayor Knutson then asked if there were any volunteers from the Commission who would serve on the 

sub-committee.  Commissioners Turner and Siler volunteered.  Commissioner Morrison motioned to 

nominate Commissioner Turner and Commissioner Siler to the sub-committee.  Commissioner 

Southerland second.  Commission Discussion: none  Public Discussion: none  VOTE: Unanimous  

Motion carried.  

 
 
12.  APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 1057 A RESOLUTION AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 667 

BY CHANGING THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCE NO. 667.  City Manager Mark Shrives 

presented this item.  Ordinance No. 667 is the Police transfer to the Police Retirement System.  Originally 

this was going to be effective with a retro-active date of July.  When this was put in place the City was 

informed by the State that this is not permitted.  So, the start date of the MPORS had to be adjusted for 

the Police Retirement.  The additional funds committed will be looked into possibly health insurance or 

some other area to offset that.  This is basically just changing the effective date of the ordinance.   

Commissioner Turner motioned to approved Resolution No. 1057 an amendment of Ordinance No. 

667 from September 16, 2013 to December 29, 2013. Commissioner Siler second.  Commission 

Discussion: none  Public Discussion: none.  VOTE: Unanimous  Motion Carried 
 
 
13.  PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE 

AGENDA.   Rory Horning commented on a point of clarification this body will take no action on 

anything that is presented under Public Comment.  Mayor Knutson answered that yes that is correct.  This 

is a time of comment but no action is taken at this meeting.  Mr. Horning further commented that it is 

because of public notice that an item is not discussed.  Mayor Knutson answered that there may be an 

item that is brought up that is scheduled for action at a later date.  Mr. Horning questioned what happened 

to the Main St. warranty work.  Also, Mr. Horning stated that he asked for more clarification of Mr. 

Raymond’s resignation.  According to the letter of resignation it was to have been completed on 

December 23, 2013.   City Manager Mark Shrives clarified the dates; on December 23, 2013 there was a 

verbal resignation that was accepted with the written resignation to be received by December 27, 2013.   

After the written resignation, between the attorneys, the final date is January, 2014.  Mr. Horning asked 

that Mr. Shrives look into the date of approval versus the date that the check for $21,000.00 was issued.     

 
 

 

 

 

 



MINUTES CITY COMMISISON MEETING MARCH 17, 2014                                         Page 13 
 

 

Hearing no further comment, Mayor Knutson accepted a motion to adjourn.  

Commissioner Campbell motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Erikson second.  Vote: 

Unanimous  Motion carried.  

 
ADJOURN: 9:22 P.M. 

                                                                                      ________________________________ 

                                                                                                 Mayor Heather Knutson 

ATTEST:                                                                          ___________________________                                                                                       

                                                                                                 Cora E. Pritt, City Clerk                                               


