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CITY OF POLSON  

COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Commission Chambers                April  21,  2014                                     7:00 p.m. 
   
ATTENDANCE: Mayor Heather Knutson, City Commissioners: Todd Erickson, Dan Morrison,  

Ken Siler, Stephen Turner, Acting City Manager Karen Sargeant, and City Clerk Cora Pritt.  

 

ABSENT:  Commissioners Campbell and Southerland, City Manager Mark Shrives 

 

Others present (that voluntarily signed in): Dave Cottington, Elsa Duford, Lita Fonda, City Streets 

Superintendent Terry Gembala, Rory Horning, Paul London, Bonnie Manicke, City Water/Sewer 

Superintendent Tony Porrazzo, Agnes Rinehart, Andrew Speer, and Diane Speer 

 

1 . CALL TO ORDER                                                                 

  Mayor Knutson called the meeting to order. The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
 
2 .  APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA  

                                  Commissioner Erickson motioned to approve the Proposed Agenda.  Commissioner Turner  

seconded.  Commission Discussion: None  Public Discussion:  VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried 

 

3.   APPROVAL OF CITY COMMISSION WORKSHOP MINUTES MARCH 27, 2014-

Commissioner Siler motioned to approve the City Commission Workshop Minutes of March 27, 2014.  

Commissioner Erickson second.  Commission Discussion:  None  Public Discussion:  none   

VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried 

 

4.  APPROVAL OF CITY COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING APRIL 7, 2014-Commissioner 

Erickson motioned to approve the City Commission Public Hearing minutes of April 7, 2014.  

Commissioner Siler Second.  Commission Discussion:  Mayor Knutson made a correction on the last 

page,  it reads “Mayor Knutson asked”  Mayor Knutson was not in attendance at the hearing, it should 

read Commissioner Chairman John Campbell asked.  Public Discussion:  none.   

VOTE:  4 ayes, Mayor Knutson Abstained.  Motion Carried. 

 

5.  APPROVAL OF CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES APRIL 7, 2014-Commissioner 

Turner motioned to approve the City Commission Meeting Minutes April 7, 2014.  Commissioner 

Morrison Second.  Commission Discussion: none  Public Discussion:  none.   

VOTE:  4 ayes, Mayor Knutson Abstained.  Motion Carried 

 

6.  CONSENT AGENDA-Claims April 1-16, 2014.  Commissioner Turner motioned to approve the 

Consent Agenda, Commissioner Siler second.  Commission Discussion:  None  Public Discussion: 

none.  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion Carried. 

 

7.  CITY MANAGER COMMENTS-Acting City Manager Karen Sargeant reported that the N.I.M.S. 

training class for the City Commission would be on Wednesday, May 14, 2014 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and 

Wednesday, May 21, 2014 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  The training will be NIMS 101 & 201.  F.E.M.A. requires 

elected official to be trained in these two areas.  Following each training session, the Commissioners will 

be required to take an on-line test.  The certificates will be kept in the City Clerk’s office.  The training 
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session will be open to the public and City Employees.    Work began on the final stage of the Walking 

Pathway.  Brothers Construction donated the backhoe and employee to dig out the area.  Crushed gravel 

will be put in place until asphalt can be put down.  Karen also commented that she will be Acting City 

Manager until April 26
th
.  Police Chief Wade Nash will be acting City Manager from April 26 until April 

30
th
 when City Manager Mark Shrives returns.   Larry Ashcraft asked if the N.I.M.S. training was 

required for the boards.  Karen answered no, just the elected officials.   

 

8.  PRESENTATION OF MAYOR PLAQUE-Bonnie Manicke gave the following presentation:  
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Mayor Knutson thanked Bonnie for all of her time she put into researching this project.  The 

plaque will hang in City Hall in a prominent location that can be viewed by the public.  

 

9.  POLSON COMMUNITY CLEAN UP GREEN UP ANNOUNCEMENT FOR POLSON 

BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE MAY 2, 2014-Agnes Rinehart presented this agenda 

item.  The Clean Up Green Up will begin on Friday May 2
nd

 at 9:00 a.m. and end at 5:00 p.m.  

The meeting location will be the Polson Library area where the Polson Heart & Soul office was 

located.  Following the Clean Up Green Up there will be a No Host gathering at the Glacier 

Brewery.  The Commissioners are encouraged to participate.  Karen Sargeant commented that 

the City of Polson Clean Up will be Friday, May 16 from 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Yard debris will 

be collected.  There will be teams from all of the City departments.  On Saturday, May 17
th

 Lake 

County Transfer Station will have their electronic recycle.  Lita Fonda asked why the change 

from a Saturday to Friday for the Community Clean Up Green Up.  Anges answered that the 

Committee thought there would be more assistance from the business community.   

 

10.  APPROVAL OF SEASON GOLF PASS DONATIONS-Golf Board President Dave 

Cottington presented this request to Council.  Each year the Golf Board donates 6 season passes 

to local charities for raffles.  This year, the Polson Rotary and the Montecahto Volunteer 

Firemen requested passes.  Commissioner Siler, who is also a member of the Polson Rotary, 

commented on what the monies earned from the raffle donations go towards;  in 2010 the Rotary 

raised $15,000.00 for Riverside Park, in 2011 $15,000.00 was donated to the Boys/Girls Club for 

the purchase of a new van for the Club.  In 2012 Mr. Hanson left $40,000.00 to the Rotary.  This 

money was matched and donated to the Mission Valley Aquatic Center.  2013 donation of 
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$16,500.00 was for the Boys/Girls Softball Youth Group.  Commissioner Siler commented that if 

anyone knew of a local charity that needed assistance, the Rotary Club is currently taking 

applications.  Commissioner Turner motioned to approve the Season Golf Pass Donations.  

Commissioner Morrison second.  City Commission discussion:  none  Public Discussion:  

none.  VOTE: Unanimous  Motion Carried. 

 

11.  APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 1060 A RESOLUTION OF ACCEPTANCE OF THE 

2014 WASTEWATER PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING REPORT FOR 

WASTEWATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT-The agenda item was presented by Acting City 

Manager Karen Sargeant and Water/Sewer Superintendent Tony Porrazzo.  The three resolutions 

on tonight’s agenda are so that the City can move forward with grant applications. Mayor 

Knutson commented that these are what has been discussed at the past several meetings.  These 

need to be approved so that the City may proceed with the grant application.  Mayor Knutson 

asked the Council if they had any questions for Karen or Tony.  Seeing no questions, the Mayor 

asked for a motion.  Commissioner Siler motioned to approve Resolution No. 1060, a 

Resolution of acceptance of the 2014 Wastewater Preliminary Engineering Report for 

Wastewater System Improvements.  Commissioner Erickson second.  Commission 

Discussion: none  Public Discussion:  Andrew Speer asked is this the sewage system that will 

cost 18 million?  Mayor Knutson answered yes specifically this is approving the Wastewater 

Preliminary Engineering Report.   So, in order to apply for the grants we will be applying for we 

had to do the Engineering Report and had to have approval of that.  Mr. Speer asked if that cost 

also includes the actual engineering design, the construction cost, and the buildings that go with 

it?  Water/Sewer Superintendent Tony Porrazzo answered that in the final document it will have 

the cost.  Karen Sargeant answered not in this one though.  Tony agreed that it would not be in 

the preliminary but in the final document.  Mayor Knutson commented that it will be line 

itemized.  Mr. Speer commented that this is just the equivalent without the construction cost.  

Mayor Knutson answered that actually this is just approving the preliminary engineer report at 

this time.  There will be a final report that will highlight all of the costs.  Tony answered yes this 

is just step one to get us to the next phase of what we are doing.  Elsa Duford asked if the grants 

do not go through, what will that do to the rate payers rate increases.  Mayor Knutson replied that 

the information that was included in the previous meetings indicated what the rate increases 

would be should we not get any of the grants.  That is the information that you have seen 

already, basing on if no grant money is received and only loan money is used to purchase.  Elsa 

then asked would it not be approved if the grants are not coming forth.  Mayor Knutson 

answered no, we would be moving forth with the information you have.  Elsa commented that 

that will be a real heavy duty burden on the tax payers.  Tony commented it will be on the rate 

payers.  Mayor Knutson commented that we recognize that too.  We are at a point where we have 

to do something on this.  Elsa commented that she was sure it will be a big concern to people in 

the community.  Mayor Knutson commented that yes it will be and it is a concern to the Council 

as well.  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion Carried. 

 

12.  APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 1061 A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR WASTEWATER SYSTEM 

IMPROVEMENTS-Acting City Manager Karen Sargeant presented this agenda item.  Mayor 

Knutson explained that this is the report on the wastewater system and needs to be approved in 

order to apply for the grant.  Commissioner Turner motioned to approve Resolution No. 
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1061, a resolution to accept Environmental Assessment for Wastewater System 

Improvements.  Commissioner Siler second.  Commission Discussion:  Commissioner 

Erickson had a question about the checklist that was submitted. It was very helpful in explaining 

some of this information to the constituents and according to the key, on some of the things, the 

key indicates the items are neutral, no impact.   Commissioner Erickson commented that in his 

opinion anything that we do will be potentially beneficial and would have a positive impact.  

There should be more a positive beneficial impact instead of a neutral impact.  Mayor Knutson 

asked Commissioner Erickson if he was comfortable approving this resolution.  Commissioner 

Erickson answered yes, he was comfortable approving the resolution.  Commissioner Erickson 

commented that maybe his concerns would be better addressed to the grant writer.  Tony 

Porrazzo answered that if Commissioner Erickson wanted to write out his concerns, he could 

then email them to Lori Benner at Nittany Grantworks.  She would welcome his comments. 

Public Comment:  none  VOTE: Unanimous  Motion Carried.   

 

13.  APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 1062, A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE 

SUBMISSION OF MONTANA TREASURE STATE ENDOWMENT APPLICATION-

Mayor Knutson explained that this is the authorization to apply for that grant. Commissioner 

Turner motioned to approve Resolution No. 1062, a Resolution to authorize Submission of 

Montana Treasure State Endowment Application.  Commissioner Erickson second.  
Commission Discussion: none  Public Comment:  Water/Sewer Superintendent Tony Porrazzo 

thanked the Commission.  He stated that this has been the best process he has gone through in 

many, many, many years.  The thing that impressed him the most was that they did their 

homework.  The Commission looked into things, had questions.  Tony commented that he’d 

never dealt with that before.  It’s always been kind of a closed door thing and nailed at the 

meeting. So, it’s a pretty big deal and a hard decision to make.  Tony commented that he was 

glad to see that the Commission had actually cared enough to put the effort into doing the 

homework because 90% of the time it’s not done.  It is really appreciated of this new Council 

and Mayor and things are happening like this.  So, it’s been a neat experience to actually see this 

in motion. Mayor Knutson thanked Tony for his comments. 

VOTE: Unanimous  Motion carried. 

 

14.  PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON 

THE AGENDA-Mayor Knutson invited anyone with something to comment on that’s not on the 

agenda to do so.  City Streets Superintendent Terry Gembala commented that this week the 

Streets Department will be going to Helena to pick up the new Sanders through the Air Quality 

program.  The City paid $6,000.00 for a $50,000.00 worth of equipment.  Through this program, 

in the years preceding we have gotten a couple of sweepers, and another sander unit.  These new 

Sanders are combo units they will dispense sand and de-icer.  It is quite a step up for the Streets 

Department.  The oldest sanding unit is a 1984 unit and it’s seen better days, but much 

appreciated by the Council for approving the program.  Mayor Knutson thanked Terry for his 

comments.  

Commissioner Erickson thanked the Streets Department for cleaning up the streets.   

 

See no other comments, Mayor Knutson asked for a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Morrison 

motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Siler second.  VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried.   
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ADJOURN: 7:46 P.M. 

                                                                                      ________________________________ 

                                                                                                  Mayor Heather Knutson 

ATTEST:                                                                          ___________________________                                                                                       

                                                                                                 Cora E. Pritt, City Clerk                                               


