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CITY OF POLSON 

CITY COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Commission Chambers                   November 17, 2014                                  7:00 p.m. 

 

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Heather Knutson, Commissioners Campbell, Erickson, Morrison, Siler, and 

Southerland, City Manager Shrives, City Clerk Cora Pritt 

ABSENT:  Commissioners Erickson, Turner 

Others Present (that voluntarily signed in): Rob Dotson, Elsa Duford, Dennis Duty, City Streets 

Superintendent Terry Gembala, Rick LaPiana, Paul London, Bonnie Manicke, City Water/Sewer 

Superintendent Tony Porrazzo, Andrew Speer, Diane Speer, City Asst. Police Chief John Stevens 

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Knutson called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

Roll call was taken.  

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA-Commissioner Campbell motion to approve the proposed 

agenda.  Commissioner Southerland second.  City Commission discussion:  none   Public comment:  

none.  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

APPROVAL OF CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES NOVEMBER 3, 2014.-

Commissioner Southerland motion to approve City Commission Meeting Minutes November 3, 

2014.  Commissioner Morrison second.  City Commission discussion:  none  Public comment:  none.  

VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion Carried 

CONSENT AGENDA:  (a) Claims November 1-14, 2014, (b) Appoint Ardrene Sarracino as Ex-

Officio to the Local Government Review Commission, (c) Cash Reconciliation for October 2013, (d) 

Cash Reconciliation for November 2013.  City Manager Shrives read the following duties of the Ex-

Officio: The ex officio, nonvoting member is appointed by the local governing body (7-3-
177, MCA).  The ex officio member of the commission must be an elected or appointed 
local government official or employee. Whoever becomes ex officio can be of 
considerable assistance to the commission in accomplishing its purpose.  He or she 
may assist the commission as a liaison person in communicating with the local 
government as a source of expert knowledge on the general organization of the local 
government unit. They may also aid in coordinating technical assistance and staff 
support provided (if available) from the local government.  The ex officio member of the 
commission can be especially helpful early on in developing a budget to carry out the 
commission’s plans, as well as with organizing the commission to accomplish its main 
purpose. 

At the first meeting of the study commission, the study commission may elect a 
temporary presiding officer, who will serve until a permanent presiding officer is 
selected. 
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Commissioner Southerland motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Campbell 

second.  City Commission discussion:  none   Public comment:  none   VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion 

carried 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS;  City Manager Shrives gave the following comments:  

 City Fire Department received a $2,000.00 grant from the B.P.O.Elks for training/fire prevention 

 Polson Chamber of Commerce City Employee of the Year:  Alan Booth 

 K-9 Officer Llop was retired.  The new K-9 Officer, yellow Labrador Retriever Brody, found 2 

lb. of Marijuana through the postal system.   

 Recommending that City Commission cancel the December 1, 2014 meeting.  There could be a 

meeting scheduled for December 8, 2014 if something has to be dealt with.  The next regularly scheduled 

meeting will be December 15, 2014.    

*Note-Mayor Knutson polled the present City Commissioners.  The consensus was unanimous to 

cancel the December 1, 2014 City Commission meeting.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING-BUDGET AMENDMENT FISCAL YEAR 2013-14.  Mayor Knutson opened 

the Public Hearing at 7:10 p.m.   City Finance Officer Cindy Dooley presented the information on the 

portion of the budget that is to be amended.   As part of closing out Fiscal Year 2014, the budget is 

reviewed and any funds that have exceeded the appropriation.  There were ten (10) funds that exceeded 

the appropriation.   Those funds are identified as “Exhibit A” on the Resolution.  The excess came from 

unexpected revenue the City received or the expenses were more than anticipated.  Total appreciation 

increase is $19,747.00.  There is a total of $58,610.00 in increased revenues to offset appropriations in 

funds 2219, 2221, 2390, 2703, 2810, and 2876.   There were no questions or comments from the 

Commission.  No public comment.  Public Hearing closed 7:12 p.m. 

APPROVE RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE MONEY AND PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT 

OF DEBTS AND EXPENSES FOR THE CITY OF POLSON INFISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 AS 

DETAILED ON EXHIBIT A OF THE RESOLUTION.  Finance Officer Cindy Dooley presented this 

agenda item.  Mayor Knutson asked for a motion to approve the Resolution.  Commissioner 

Southerland motion to approve Resolution No. 2014-___ to appropriate money and provide for the 

payment of debts and expenses for the City of Polson in fiscal year 2013-2014 as detailed on Exhibit 

A of the resolution.   Commissioner Morrison second.  Commission discussion: none  Public comment:  

none.  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

APPROVAL OF PLEDGED SECURITIES FOR PURCHASE OF $1,000,000.00 CERTIFICATE 

OF DEPOSIT AT FIRST CITIZENS BANK, POLSON, MONTANA-agenda item presented by 

Finance Officer Cindy Dooley.  The City had a Certificate of Deposit (CD) mature October 22, 2014.  

The City placed an investment of public funds bid to local banks; First Citizens Bank, Glacier Bank, 

Eagle Bank, Community Bank, First Interstate Bank, Valley Bank, and Whitefish Credit Union with a bid 

closing date on November 13, 2014 at 4:00 p.m.  The City received three (3) return quotes.  First Citizens 

Bank was the highest at .8%.   What the Commission will have to approve is the collateral that goes with 

the CD.  According to the Montana Code, at least 50% of the deposit has some type of pledge security.  

The list of securities that First Citizens Bank presented does meet the criteria for the types of securities 

that can be used for pledge collateral. Commissioner Campbell motion to approve the list of pledged 

securities presented for the investment of public funds in a certificate of deposit at First Citizens 

Bank in the amount of $1,000,000.00 on November 18, 2014.  Commissioner Southerland second.  

Commission discussion:  none   Public comment:  none   VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried  

APPROVE A TWO-YEAR EXTENSION AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE ROBIN AND 

DANIELLE DOTSON 2-LOT SUBDIVISION-contracted Planner Erica Wirtala presented this agenda 

item.  This is a Final Plat Extension Agreement for a 2-lot subdivision located on the south side of Rung 
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Lane and west of First Street East.  Lot 4 of Skyline Homesites.  The property currently contains two 

houses and various out buildings.  In 2009 the City Council approved the Preliminary Plat.  There were 

25 Conditions of Approval.  The majority of the Conditions were regulatory.  Condition #3 addressed the 

length of time the Preliminary Plat was valid.  The Preliminary Plat was approved in September 2009.   In 

November 2011 Mr. Dotson requested a two year extension.   Mr. Dotson has commented that he is 

working to get his paperwork in order to come before the Commission for his Final.  This time extension 

is a safeguard.  Staff is recommending approval of this time extension request.  Commissioner Campbell 

motion to approve a two-year Extension Agreement on behalf of the Robin and Danielle Dotson for 

their 2-Lot Dotson Subdivision, SC09-01.  The new expiration date for this preliminary plat will be 

November 17, 2016.  Commissioner Siler second.   City Commission discussion:  none  Public 

comment:  none  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

APPROVE THE FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF POLSON 

BUILDING CODES.-Building Official David Simons Jr. presented this agenda item.  This is the first 

reading of an ordinance that would amend the City of Polson building codes to match the codes brought 

in by the State of Montana.  On October 23, 2014 that State approved the 2014 National Electrical Code 

as the new Electrical Code and on November 4, 2014 the State adopted the Building, Residential, 

Mechanical, Plumbing, and Fire Codes to the 2012 version.  According to the Montana Labor and 

Industry we are required to adopt and follow the codes and fees that the State adopts.  The City has 90 

days from that date to begin enforcing the new codes.  This information will begin being published and 

distributed to the public and conduct another meeting in December.  This meeting will be a meet & greet 

like the meeting in September.  Then enforcement will begin January 1, 2015.   Not any huge changes.  

One of the bigger changes is the energy code.  There are new requirements for insulation values on new 

projects.   Mayor Knutson asked where some of the locations were that David had posted information 

about the changes.  David replied he had posted information at Western Building Center in Ronan, MT.  

Lowes, in Kalispell, Building Centers in Missoula, Ace Hardware in Polson, Platt Electrical Supply 

House.  Mayor Knutson suggested adding Valley Glass as well.   Also, it will be posted on the front door 

at City Hall.  Commissioner Campbell asked how many days before an ordinance takes effect.  City 

Manager Shrives answered the second reading will be on December 15, 2014 so the Ordinance would go 

into effect January 15, 2015.  Commissioner Southerland requested that there be a posting on the City 

website too.  Commissioner Southerland motion that the City Commission adopt the First Reading 

of the Ordinance to Amend the City of Polson Building Codes.  Commissioner Campbell second.   

City Commission discussion:  none.  Public Comment:  Elsa Duford, “Building Codes aren’t my thing.  It 

just seems like, from what I understand of this, and it was brought up before, like a home owner couldn’t 

do anything around their home unless they get a building permit if they want to fix something, it requires 

a building permit.  If you don’t get a building permit you could be subject to fines and penalties.  Is that 

the way this is working?”  Mayor Knuston, “Well I don’t think it’s just fixing something but there are 

significant changes adding garages.”  David Simons Jr, “As far as repair and maintenance of a building 

no.  Repair and maintenance doesn’t fall under the Building Code.  If you were to say you wanted to put 

an addition onto your house, say a new kitchen.  Those kind of things would, but when you are doing 

repair and maintenance of a home, no.  A homeowner can do work on their own home.  They don’t have 

to have a licensed professional if it’s a home that they live in.  If you own a home that’s a rental home, 

that would require that kind of work, again an addition, remodel, those kind of things but repair and 

maintenance, no.  No ma’am there’s no requirement at all.”  Elsa Duford, “Okay.  That was my question.  

Thank you very much.”   VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

APPROVE THE FIRST READING OF THE ORDINANCE ADOPTING ARTICLES 1, 2, 3, AND 

4 OF THE CITY OF POLSON BOOK OF ORDINANCES-City Manager Mark Shrives presenting. 

The Ordinance Title should say an Ordinance to Adopt Chapter 1, Article 1 and Chapter 2, Articles 1, 2, 

and 3.  This is the first reading of the Ordinance.  Commissioner Southerland and Mayor Knutson 

questioned Sec.202.050-meeting agenda notice.  The 96 hours is nice to shoot for but give the 72 hours.   



City Commission Meeting Minutes November 17, 2014 Page 4 
 

Commissioner Campbell commented that for regular meetings the 72 hour notice is sufficient.  Mayor 

Knutson then asked if this Ordinance would take effect 30 days after the second reading.  City Manager 

Shrives replied yes, it will take effect 30 days after the second reading.  Mayor Knutson also questioned 

the start time of 6:00 p.m.  Commissioner Campbell commented that he read that the meeting start time 

could be between 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.  City Manager Shrives commented that it was left open, that maybe the 

start time would be 6:30p.m.  Mayor Knutson commented on Section 202.080 that commenters would 

give their address.  Mayor Knutson recalled that the workshop discussion comment was that someone 

could give their ward if they did not want to give their address.  Mayor Knutson then commented on 

Section 202.090 regarding a tie vote.  If a Commissioner has a conflict of interest then goes ahead and 

votes, this clearly weighs to whatever the conflict of interest may or may not be.  Commissioner 

Campbell commented that the sentence was to be removed.  City Manager Shrives commented that he 

would follow up with the City Attorney.  Mayor Knutson then commented on Section 202.103 Action 

Minutes.  Mayor Knutson commented that the minutes should remain as they are currently recorded until 

the City has the ability to post the audio of the meeting to the City website.  Commissioner Campbell 

commented that the wording was changed for complete minutes.  Mayor Knutson answered that that was 

the compromise that was reached.  If an agenda item is to be complete, then it will be noted.  City 

Manager commented that the first reading should be passed with the changes indicated.  The second 

reading will have those changes made to the Ordinance.  Commissioner Southerland motion to 

approve the first reading of the Ordinance adopting Chapter 1, Article 1 and Chapter 2, Articles 1, 

2, and 3 of the City of Polson Book of Ordinances with revisions.  Commissioner Morrison second.  
City Commission discussion:  none   Public comment:  Bonnie Manicke, “I have a comment on Section 

202.130 which is the recording of the meetings and the minutes.  Electronic recordings shall constitute the 

official record of the Commission meeting.  My comment is that technology is rapidly changing.  The 

Commission should consider the advances in technology.  Currently the CD, the minutes are recorded on 

the CD disc and will the information on the CD be accessible in the future.  The Commission should 

consider narrative minutes not exactly verbatim but some type of narrative minutes with context of the 

proceedings and also to include the public comment.  I do have a comment also on the time of the 

meetings.  6:00 p.m. is generally considered the normal dinner hour.  The time of 7:00 p.m. seems to be a 

realistic time.  About six years ago the meeting time was changed from 7:30 to 7:00.  So, I would like the 

Commission to consider those two items.  Thank you.”  Elsa Duford, “I would like to also say that I am 

not for Action Minutes.  This was explained at the last MMIA (Montana Municipal Interlocal Authority) 

workshop that I attended in 2011.  The reason people wanted Action Minutes was they gave different 

reasons but the reason the presenters said was that verbatim minutes can be like evidence if somebody 

wants to come after the City.  Anything you say from the Commission could be considered evidence.  I 

think this just absolutely stifles the public in being able to be informed as to what happened at the various 

meetings.  It’s also a history of what is happening in your town to have the verbatim minutes.  I think the 

Clerk’s in the past and the present can do verbatim minutes very easily or at least a narrative of the 

minutes.  So, if you are considering Action Minutes, I will be very strongly opposed to it.  Thank you.  

Also, the meeting where you discussed this, these articles, at that workshop, it was almost impossible to 

hear what you were saying because you were sitting around a table.  All of the sound was going towards 

you and you didn’t have any microphones on the table.  So what you were discussing up there was nearly 

impossible to understand what was happening.  I’m wondering if that, all those articles you are talking 

about are available for the public to have copies of.  There’s just so many pages on the website that I’m 

not going to unload all of those and print them out.  So, we’re not informed.  You have an uninformed 

public on this.”  Mayor Knutson, “They are on line right now I believe.  They are available on line to you 

right now.  As we continue to go through the process they will continue to be on line as well.”  Elsa 

Duford, “But it is just too much.  My computer will probably run out of time before I could get all that 

done on it.  So, if we wanted to have a copy like you guys have copies you are working on, what would it 

cost the person who wanted to have a complete copy of that set?  How many pages are we talking about?”  

Mayor Knuston, “I honestly don’t know.”  City Manager Shrives, “Whatever the per charge copy is and 

however many pages there are.  Each one is different.  What do we charge for copies?”  City Clerk Cora 
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Pritt, “30 cents.”  City Manager Shrives, “30 cents a copy.  So 30 cents a page times however many 

pages.”  Elsa Duford, “Single pages?  Double sided?”  City Clerk Cora Pritt, “Single pages.”  Elsa 

Duford, “So basically unless you can afford to buy the copies you really aren’t going to be informed.  Is 

that right?”  Mayor Knutson, “I think you could get a CD of them as well.”  City Manager Shrives, “You 

could read it here at the City as well.  There’s a copy available at the City.”  Mayor Knuston, “How much 

does it cost for a CD?  $5.00?”  City Clerk Cora Pritt, “They can provide a CD and we could copy it.”  

Mayor Knutson, “That would be a great option.  So if you could provide a jump drive or a CD yourself, 

you could bring it in and we could transfer the information for you right on that.  Then you could plug 

that into your own computer and see them.  They’ll pop right up.”  Elsa Duford, “Yeah.  I know it.  I 

mean I could do that also but I’m just talking about the printed copies.  So it is easier to read from a 

printed copy than to stare at the TV screen.  So, that’s my comment.  Thank you.”   Seeing no other 

comment on Agenda Item No. 11 the vote was taken.  VOTE: Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

WASTE WATER INFRASTRUCTURE DECISION-City Manager Shrives presented this agenda 

item. City Manager Shrives, “I don’t have a whole lot of information to provide you.  We’ve gone 

through, actually it works out nicely, we have our City Engineer’s presentation from the last meeting.  

Basically, I am just turning to you to say we need to get this project started.  With that we need a decision 

as far as which type of infrastructure you want us to move forward with as far as design. As you may 

remember there’s a process we need to go through once we identify the type of facility we are going to 

build.  We need to go out and procure the equipment, which there’s different type of equipment and then 

we would design to that equipment.  There’s several processes we need to go through.  As was presented 

by Kevin and Shari at our last meeting, we’re already about six to eight months into our cycle that we 

thought we would be designing.  We haven’t gotten there yet.  We’re just asking what you would like us 

to design.” Mayor Knutson, “Thanks to the team for the information that has been provided to us.  The 

presentation at the previous meeting, two weeks ago, was very valuable information.  I think we will have 

some discussion first before we have a vote.  I think that might be more efficient for us.  John, would you 

like to kick things off.”  Commissioner Campbell, “ Up until two weeks ago, at the last meeting, folks 

seemed really on the MBR, the most expensive technology we could come up with.  Our justification for 

that basically was to get the most nutrient removal we could get because of upcoming regulations.  Shari 

had reported to us, many times, on her involvement in the total maximum daily load committee that she 

has been serving on, and the stringent regulations that will be coming down the line in the next 10 or 20 

years dealing with nutrients; nitrogen phosphates and so forth.  Then two weeks ago she came in and gave 

us a report that those regulations basically have been halted.  The process has started over again.  The 

reality of us having to meet those extreme nutrient removal regulations are less.  It doesn’t look like we 

are going to have to meet those in the same time frame she was talking about before.  Even before we 

were looking at regulations that hadn’t been developed yet.  Now that the process is starting over again, 

who knows?  Why design for something that might not even get us in the 20 year lifespan of this 

treatment plant.  The SBR Plant does basically the same treatment process without the nutrient removal if 

we need to go with the nutrient removal, we also have the SBR plant with filtration.  I think from what I 

got out of the last presentation is that the best way that we could spend our money, it would be a savings 

of about 4 million dollars in capital improvements would be to go with the SBR plant without filtration.  

In the process of designing that plant, keep in mind that possibly 10 or 15 years down the road, if these 

regulations do hit us, maybe we will need that filtration.  If so, design the plant, save the land, and keep 

that design in mind that possibly the filtration will be needed and work that into your initial design.  Save 

us a lot of money, save us about $14.00 or $15.00 bucks a month on our bills and still produce a very high 

quality wastewater.  Keep in mind, you don’t need to drink this stuff.  You just need to make really good 

wastewater for this river.  Operational costs were less.  It was  a lot of news that hit us two weeks ago and 

my feeling when I came out of that was I didn’t see how we could justify spending the extra 4 million 

dollars just to get something that we want, not something that we need.  Any other ideas?”  Commissioner 
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Southerland, “What guarantee do we have that the agencies aren’t going to keep changing their minds?”  

Commissioner Campbell, “I don’t think either way you have any guarantees.  The numbers that she was 

throwing at us before were never actually real numbers.  They were numbers that she was projecting 

would come down later on.  Now putting that off, this process that she was working with and the 

committee, it’s a process that’s been going on well over 20 years.  To stop that and start over again, I 

can’t imagine it’s going to happen real quickly.”  Mayor Knutson, “I think there are no certainties.  That’s 

the hard part about the whole thing.”  Commissioner Campbell, “It’s a Federal agency.  Every four years 

you get an election, you get a different President that has different ideas on environmental. It goes back 

and forth between left and right.”  Commissioner Southerland, “If we had to add the filtration, I don’t 

recall what that cost would be.”  Mayor Knutson, “It was about 2 million I think.” Commissioner 

Campbell, “We have it here.”  City Manager Shrives, “The SBR with filtration is 16.3 million.”  

Commissioner Campbell, “That adds about 1.6.  If you could put that off for about 10 years.”  

Commissioner Southerland, “Put that off and then maybe it will be 3 million by the time you get there in 

10 years.  Without the filtration, the SBR would meet the needs for the affluent that need to clear up.”  

Commissioner Campbell, “That’s my understanding.  The thing we were going to gain out of the MBR, 

other than the SBR without filtration, would have been nutrient removal.  Is that true Tony?”  

Water/Sewer Superintendent Tony Porrazzo, “Yes.”  Mayor Knutson, “Well they presented the three 

options as options that would work for us.  I guess I fall back on that as well.  They presented that as an 

option that would work.”  Commissioner Siler, “If we go with the SBR can it be upgraded to the MBR in 

the future?”  Mayor Knutson, “We could add filtration to it.”  Commissioner Campbell, “In order to get 

the same affluent, you would add filtration to it.”  Commissioner Siler, “So the SBR with filtration is 

doing the same thing that the MBR is?”  Commissioner Campbell, “Not quite.”  City Manager Shrives, 

“It’s pretty close but it doesn’t do everything.”  Commissioner Campbell, “It will get you to the same 

place that you need to be I think.” Commissioner Siler, “I agree with John.  I think the picture has 

changed.  Most of the people I have talked to wanted us to go with the best but they were also the affluent 

people in the town.  I’ve had one person that I will call affluent, that said that we don’t need it right now.  

We should try and work towards the best.  They would sure consider what’s going to happen.  It looks 

like the whole picture has changed with the EPA.”  Commissioner Campbell, “I think if we did do this 

SBR, keep in mind the whole time that to have the engineer work into the design, save the piece of land 

we will need if filtration is needed in the future. Design your piping so that the property isn’t on the 

opposite side of your discharge. Keep in mind that save that piece of property. Build your SBR in a way 

that if you need filtration you would have that piece of ground to add into your current design and not 

have to change.”  Commissioner Siler, “Would we have to do anything to it?”  Commissioner Campbell, 

“I think your engineer would just, practically do that anyway if we chose that design with the possibility 

of filtration in the future, he would design it that way.”  Mayor Knutson, “I think that’s a great idea.”  

Commissioner Southerland, “I think several of the folks that I talked to had that same kind of idea that 

Ken said, you know, let’s get the best because this is a huge thing that we have to do and not be tacking 

things on in the future.  Which we would have to replace the membranes and that’s a possibility.  But, you 

know, after hearing that report it does kind of change things.”  Mayor Knutson, “It does give you a little 

pause doesn’t it?  Because we are uncertain and going with the MBR, if cost was not a factor, certainly 

we would all go with the MBR on that.  I think if we can get, with reasonable certainty, which I guess that 

is how I would describe Shari’s comments to us, the other day was with reasonable certainty that this 

should fulfill our needs for several years.  She said somewhere between five to seven years before they 

would even be able to provide new nutrient levels for us.”  Commissioner Southerland, “Did Shari feel 

pretty comfortable with this SBR?”  Mayor Knutson, “She did.  When she was presenting, my feeling 

from her was she opening it up as an option because she truly felt that it was an option to consider again 

at this point. I feel potentially that the MBR would be overbuilding for us right now.  Again, without 

really knowing what the future is going to be, we really won’t know whether we made the right decision 

until well into the future unfortunately.  I think that John, you made many of the points that I had as well.  

I feel like the SBR option provides us with the short term solution that we need.  The medium term 

solution because we can ramp up in the long term solution on that as best as any of us can guess as what 
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that long term needs may be.  I feel pretty comfortable going with that option at this point.”  

Commissioner Campbell, “Do you think this will take care of our capacity problems no matter which we 

go.  We will be designing a million gallon a day plant or bigger no matter which plant.  We will be 

dealing with capacity.  We will be dealing with in 2017, disinfection, we will take care of that.  We will 

take care of the BOD’s the guys are having trouble with.  All those will be taken care of. The ultra-

filtration on nutrients, if it’s not a regulation, will most likely do better than we have to do.”  

Commissioner Southerland, “John you’re the expert here in this field much more than anyone of us. So 

you feel real comfortable with this SBR?”  Commissioner Campbell, “I do.  Up until two weeks ago, I 

was like everybody else.  I had the same information all of us had.  That we were going with that MBR.  

What Shari told us, I really can’t justify the extra 4 million dollars just to get something we want not 

something we really need.  This seems that this will do what we need it to do.  It will take care of our 

growth.  It will treat our wastewater excellent and if these regulations do come down it sounds to me like 

a great big if now, we have the option of adding filtration to this design.  We don’t eliminate any of our 

investment, we just add to it.” Mayor Knutson, “Any other discussion?  Tony, do you have anything to 

add?”  Tony Porrazzo, “You have a tough decision to make.  Just make it.”  Mayor Knutson, “Well said.” 

Commissioner Campbell motion that the City of Polson move toward design of an SBR sequence 

batch reactor wastewater treatment plant, without filtration with the thought of designing it with 

the capability of filtration in the future.  Commissioner Southerland second.  Commission 

discussion: none  Public Comment:  Bonnie Manicke, “ I would personally like to thank Commissioner 

Campbell for the detailed report that he gave tonight and also the expertise he shed on the wastewater 

project.  I would also like to thank the Commission and the Mayor for reviewing that and perhaps saving 

all of us 4 million dollars.  Thank you John.”  Elsa Duford, “I don’t want to get up there.  Is this going to 

make a considerable difference from what I understand you that maybe in the $15.00 raising your bill.  Is 

that what you said?”  Mayor Knutson, “$14.50 or roughly somewhere in there.”  Elsa Duford, “Does that 

mean that you are going to have to refigure the water rates that you have currently going now?”  

Commissioner Campbell, “We weren’t done.”  Mayor Knutson, “That was an initial step that we took.  

We will address those as we continue to move forward.”  Elsa Duford, “Okay.  Thank you.”             

VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried  Mayor Knutson, “I would again, thank everyone, thank you to the 

Commission, thank you again John.  I think that was a very appropriate thank you from Bonnie and to our 

citizen’s thank you for working with us on this and continuing to work through this.  I am pleased with 

the way that the process has gone.  Thank you.”   

CITY OF POLSON GOLF COURSE RESTAURANT LIQUOR LICENSE SALE-City Manager 

Mark Shrives presented this agenda item.  City Manager Shrives, “I don’t have a whole lot to say.  We 

had a pretty thorough discussion at our last meeting.  Again, it’s available in the minutes.  You were 

addressed by your City Attorney, our Golf Pro, and Current Restaurant Manager, you were addressed by 

Pat Nowlen, our Golf Maintenance Manager at the golf course and you were addressed by Dave 

Cottington, who is the Golf Board President.  Again, this would be making a decision to put up for sale 

the City All Beverage license at the golf course.  I will say that if you make a decision to move forward to 

sell the liquor license, then I would come back at the next meeting with a proposal of how we should do 

that and more detail on that, because at this point I haven’t gotten in that detailed yet.  That would be 

what I would bring back at our next meeting.  Commissioner Morrison, “I would like to make a 

motion to table this until the next meeting.  Stephen Turner is out of town.  I really would like some 

time to comment on it.  We’re really not in a big hurry because it is only November.  So, I would like to 

make a motion to table this.  Give us a little more time until the next meeting in December.  That would 

be good.  Commissioner Campbell second the motion.  City Manager Shrives, “Until December 15th?” 

Mayor Knutson, “Okay.  I have a motion to table by Commissioner Morrison and a second by 

Commissioner Campbell.  City Commission discussion:  Commissioner Southerland, “That will leave 

enough time for getting all the steps together for a sale if that is what we are going to do prior to the 

season?”  City Manager Shrives, “I think so.  We will be able to at the same time, if we do opt to sell it, 

we get the Municipal Beer/Wine license.  Basically it’s a matter of knowing, for Roger, it’s knowing what 
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he is doing from a marketing perspective and product and things like that.”  Mayor Knutson, “Any 

additional Commission discussion?”  Public Comment:  Rick LaPiana, “No comment but when is your 

renewal date on your license?”  City Manager Shrives, “May.”  Bonnie Manicke, “I have a comment on 

the proposed sale of the liquor license.  There’s a lot of commercial activity going on in the Polson area, 

all the way from Big Arm to the east end.  The new Red Lion Hotel, in Ridgewater, the restaurant there is 

undoubtedly looking for a liquor license and perhaps would pay quite a bit for it.  I don’t think that we 

should sell the license in a fire sale.  We should try to get the maximum that we can for it.  So I am 

throwing that out at this time.”  Mayor Knutson, “Do you have a recommended minimum bid?”  Bonnie 

Manicke, “I don’t think that we should do that.  Working finances and doing bids and sealed bids and 

proposal on equipment, investment bids, I don’t think that we should throw out something like that.  I 

think that too many numbers have gone out already, which are very low ball numbers.  Recently we got 

caught in two bid projects that got tabled to later.  That information is out there.  So what’s somebody 

going to do, bid $2.50 less than what the proposed bid was?  So I don’t feel comfortable with that.  I do 

know that we paid $55,000.00 for the liquor license.  I know that there’s been one that was sold probably 

a year or a year and a half ago for $90,000.00 and that liquor license went to Swanee’s across the bridge.  

So that’s probably about all that I really want to say at this point.  Thank you.”  Dale Gillespie, “I 

actually own a bar in town.  It’s kind of a touch situation this license.  So I thought I would give you a 

little bit of feed -back.  I was looking at kind of doing a deal about three and a half years ago.  My license, 

I was told I could justify a sale of $75,000.00.  I don’t think that’s what the value of this license is, but 

I’m just saying that’s what an attorney that I hired, and went to the State, the Commissioner, the Liquor 

Commissioner, or whatever they go through.  There’s enough justification for a $75,000.00 Again I need 

to put it in the minutes that I am saying that that might not be the value but I think the City needs to look 

at a couple of things.  First of all you don’t have to sell the license.  Second of all, if there’s one bidder 

and you are the only license for sale, you could hold them hostage.  Which I don’t think is a good thing 

for the City to do.  Third of all, if you are too low I think there’s a lot of people in this town that might 

object to you selling for too low.  I actually went and talked to a couple of people that own licenses and I 

actually approached someone that may be interested in buying a license.  It’s surprising that almost all of 

us were pretty close to the same price.  So I would recommend maybe you do some studies and ask some 

bar owners what they think the value of their license is and maybe, if you have an interested buyer when 

you negotiate, come up instead of just putting up like okay we’re going to sell it and whoever bids we’re 

going to take that bid.  Do some negotiating.  I was surprised and I just wanted to tell you that.  I think if 

you could get a really fair price, I think this potential buyer I talked to was willing to give a fair price that 

I thought.  People that I talked to that owned licenses thought it was a good price too.”  

VOTE: Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE 

AGENDA.  Lee Manicke, “At your last meeting you made an appointment to the Polson Redevelopment 

Agency (PRA)  for a one year appointment for a member.  The minutes indicate that there were two 

applicants.  Only one application showed up in the minutes.  It wasn’t disclosed who the other applicant 

was.  I don’t know if the Commissioners knew who that other applicant was.  If they didn’t know they 

should know.  If they did know, the question comes up how they knew.  Was it emails or telephone calls 

or information in their packet that wasn’t on the website.  The State Statute 7-15-4-234 says that the 

Mayor will make the appointment with the advice and the consent of the Commission.  If the Commission 

didn’t know who that other applicant was, they were not fully informed.  They couldn’t then make logical 

advice to the Mayor for the appointment.  I don’t know whether they knew about it or not. The public 

surely didn’t know about it.  The public are tax payers and the decisions made by the PRA effect tax 

payers not only within the Tax Increment District but in the City, the school district, and the County and 

even the State.  The public should know that. They may want to have a say, pro or con, who that is or who 

the other person is and that opportunity wasn’t afforded to them.  One of the Commissioners on the PRA 

and others have been very vocal about the lack of volunteers that come up.  Treating this person whoever 
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it was, really is inconsiderate and rude when not saying who they were and having them to have an 

opportunity to present themselves even with their application.  It’s no wonder people aren’t applying if 

that’s the way they are treated.  I am not criticizing who was appointed.  I’m fussing about the way that 

this was done.  It wasn’t followed procedure.  A few meetings back Mr. Clavadetscher got up and held up 

Consider the Possibility Ordinance 591 and admonished you to read that.  I hope you have, but don’t just 

read it, follow it.  That includes following the State Statutes and it wasn’t done in this case in my opinion.  

I think you can do better.  Think these things threw a little bit and follow the rules.  See what they are.  

Let’s not make these hasty decisions.  Thank you.”  Mayor Knutson, “I apologize.  I actually thought that 

I did announce the other candidate when we were here last time.”  Lee Manicke, “The minutes reflect that 

you did say there was a second candidate but it did not disclose who that candidate was.  I don’t know if 

you did or not, but that’s how the minutes said.”  Mayor Knutson, “Okay and that’s what I’m going to 

say.  I did not catch that in the minutes that it wasn’t included in there.  I was pretty sure that I had 

indicated that.”  Terry Gembala, City of Polson Streets Superintendent, “We are into the second week of 

the leaf pick up for the City.  It’s been very helpful to help clean up some of the storm drains and that so, 

if the public could get the message out that there’s only two Mondays left.  We had one little hick-up and 

got that straightened out.  It’s been a great help to us because there’s been a lot of leaves that we have not 

had to sweep up.  That’s just my comment that if you can get it out and let people know that if they put 

them out on the edge of the roadways, we will pick them up on Mondays.”   

 

Mayor Knutson asks for a Motion to Adjourn.  Commissioner Siler motion to adjourn.  

Commissioner Campbell second.  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried.   

 

ADJOURN:  8:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


