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CITY OF POLSON  

COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Commission Chambers                November 18, 2013                                7:00 p.m. 
   
 
ATTENDANCE: Mayor Pat DeVries, City Commissioners: John Campbell, Fred Funke, 

Mike Lies, Dan Morrison, City Manager, Mark Shrives, City Attorney James Raymond,  

City Clerk Cora Pritt.  

Absent: Commissioners Todd Erickson, Stephen Turner 

Others present (that voluntarily signed in): Elsa Duford, Emily Gillespie, Rory Horning,  

City Civil Engineer Shari Johnson, Heather Knutson, Bonnie Manicke, Ken Siler, Jill Southerland, 

Andrew Speer, and Berl Tiskus.  

 

1 .CALL TO ORDER                                                                 

  Mayor Pat DeVries called the meeting to order. The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
 

2.  APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA  

                                Commissioner Campbell motioned to approve the Proposed Agenda.  Commissioner Lies 

second.  Commission Discussion: none Public Discussion: none VOTE: Unanimous Motion Carried 

     

3. APPROVAL OF CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES NOVEMBER 4, 2013 

 Commissioner Lies motioned to approve minutes as written.  Commissioner Funke second.  

Commissioner Discussion: none  Public Discussion: none.  VOTE:  3 ayes 1 abstain  Motion carried. 

 

4.  CONSENT AGENDA 

 A. November 1-13 CLAIMS 

 Commissioner Funke motioned to approve .  Commissioner Campbell second.  

Commissioner Discussion: None   Public Discussion:  None.  Vote-Unanimous  Motion carried. 

 

5. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS-City Manager Mark Shrives gave an update on the recent lawsuit.  

The attorney representing the City has filed a Motion of Dismissal as well as a brief in support of this 

motion.  Citizens for An Open Government, Inc. received a copy of this motion today.  The health 

insurance rate increase of 3.5% has been postponed until July 2014 when the policy comes due.  Karen 

Sargeant was awarded the Employee of the Year at the recent Polson Chamber of Commerce banquet.  

Karen was voted this award by the City Employees.  Commissioner Funke asked if there was a list of 

names of the persons who are a part of the Citizens for An Open Government, Inc.  Mayor DeVries 

answered that the person named as the agent for the group is Margie Hendricks.  The signature on the 

lawsuit paper is Rory Horning.   

 

6. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY PRESENTATION-Water/Sewer 

Superintendent Tony Porrazzo introduced Emily Gillespie.  Emily is the contact for the City of Polson.  

Emily’s responsible for overseeing the Public Water Supply Wells.   In 2010 Emily did the water 

inspection for the City of Polson.  This inspection must be conducted every 3 years.  The City facilities are 

immaculately maintained.  There were no issues.  Emily further explained the necessary steps when a new 

well is being proposed.  Attachment 1 is the hand out that Emily gave her presentation from: 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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10.  MEETING ADJOURNED  7:39 p.m. 

 



MINUTES CITY COMMISISON MEETING NOVEMBER 18, 2013                                         Page 18 
 

Tony added that in addition to working with Emily for several years, the City also works with 

Hydrologist Roger Noble along with City Civil Engineer Shari Johnson.  This is a good team that is 

working well together now.   

 

Mayor DeVries asked if any of the Commissioners had any questions.  Seeing none she then asked for 

any public comment/questions.  Elsa Duford asked about the Tribal/State Water Rights issues.  Emily 

explained that the Department of Environmental does not have anything to do with water rights.  That is 

handled by the Department of Natural Resources.  Emily further explained that the Courts have asked 

the Department of Natural Resources to have a “hands off”.   

 

7.  APPROVE LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR CITY DOCK VARIANCE REQUEST-City Civil 

Engineer Shari Johnson gave an update on the construction project of the new City Dock and Walking 

Path projects.  The project is ahead of schedule and under budget.  The concrete piles have been poured, 

angled panels are in place, however the project is not completed.  Everything must be in place before the 

City will accept it and adopt it as complete.   There is a variance request that has been submitted to the 

Shoreline Protection.  The variance is to request steel grating be used to fill in the additional 2 foot of 

space that has been created.  The pilings had to be placed at 10 foot width to accommodate the existing 

crib structure.  If permitted, the steel grating will provide a traction walking surface for fisherman during 

icy conditions.  A letter of support for the variance is being requested.  Commissioner Dan Morrison 

motioned to approve a letter of support for the City Dock variance request.  Commissioner 

Campbell second.  Commission discussion:  note Public discussion:  none.  

Vote: Unanimous Motion carried.  

 

8.  APPROVE THE FINANCIAL AND COMPLIANCE REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 

JUNE 30, 2012 PREPARED BY RONALD PAUL FOLTZ, CPA-City Finance Officer Cindy Dooley 

presented the Audit Report submitted by Ronald Paul Foltz, CPA.   Cindy reviews the two sets of 

statements as well as the financial statements.  The Internal Report is a clean opinion-no findings.  

Commissioner Lies motion to approve the Financial and Compliance Report for the Year ended 

June 30, 2012 prepared by Ronald Paul Foltz, CPA.  Commissioner Funke seconds.  Commission 

discussion: none.  Public discussion:  Ken Avison commended the City on the clean audit.  

Vote: Unanimous  Motion carried.  

 

9.  APPROVE THE PROPOSAL FOR PROFESSIONAL AUDIT SERVICES FOR THE YEARS 

ENDED JUNE 30, 2013, 2014, AND 2015 AND AUTHORIZE CITY MANAGER MARK 

SHRIVES TO SIGN THE PROPOSAL AND STANDARD AUDIT CONTRACT ON THE 

BEHALF OF THE CITY-City Finance Officer Cindy Dooley turned the presentation of the item to 

City Manager Mark Shrives.  City Manager Mark Shrives comments that he and Finance Officer Cindy 

Dooley have spent some time researching this item.  The contract is due and City Manager Mark Shrives 

is asking that this item be tabled and that the City send out a Request For Proposal (RFP).  Ronald Paul 

Foltz, CPA would be able to submit a RFP.  Commissioner Campbell motions to table the item and 

go out for Request For Proposal.  Commissioner Lies second.  Commission Discussion:  None  

Public Discussion:  None.  VOTE:  Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

10.  APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 1052-ANNEXATION GARY AND BECKY DUPUIS, 1511 

HILLCREST, POLSON, MT-Finance Officer Cindy Dooley presented the request of annexation.  All 

fees have been paid.  The fee to the Rural Fire Department has also been paid in full.  City Manager 

Mark Shrives asked Cindy if she had pulled their deed.  Cindy answered that she had pulled the Deed of 

Trust.  Commissioner Mike Lies motion to approve Resolution No. 1052 for the Annexation of 

Gary and Becky Dupuis, 1511 Hillcrest, Polson, MT.  Commissioner Campbell second.  
Commission Discussion: none  Public Discussion:  Lee Manicke stated that a Deed of Trust is a 

mortgage not a deed of transfer.  Finance Officer Cindy Dooley responded that what she had pulled from 
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the County website was their Deed of Trust. City Attorney James Raymond commented that the 

Resolution could pass with the appropriate identification of names and address.   City Manager Mark 

Shrives recommends adding “Pending verification of Ownership and Legal Description” to the 

motion.  Commissioner Lies adds the phrase Pending verification of Ownership and Legal Description 

to his motion.  Cindy asked if there is another deed besides the Deed of Trust.  City Attorney James 

Raymond responded that there should be a Warranty Deed of Quit Deed that would have the formal 

names, address, and legal description.  There should be a land record deed.   

Mayor DeVries restates the motion: To approve Resolution No. 1052-Annexation of Gary and 

Rebecca DuPuis pending verification of address, ownership, and legal description.   

Tony Porrazzo commented that the reading of this is because the DuPuis’ were hooked up to City sewer 

a few months ago in an emergency condition.  VOTE: Unanimous  Motion carried 

 

11.  PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE 

AGENDA-There was no comment. 

 

 ADJOURN: 7:42 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

     Mayor Pat DeVries 

ATTEST: 

________________________________________________ 

Cora E. Pritt, City Clerk 

Time to prepare minutes: 1 hour 45minutes 


