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 CITY OF POLSON                            

COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Commission Chambers                   August 24, 2020                         7:15 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Briney, Commissioners, Howlett, Isbell, Marchello, Martin, Moll, Pardini,              

City Clerk Cora Pritt  

 

ABSENT: Interim City Manager Wade Nash 

 

OTHERS PRESENT (who voluntarily signed in): Larry Ashcraft, Gerry Browning, Clint Cottle, Cindy 

Dooley, Terri Kouba, Lee Manicke, Kyle Roberts, Gayle Siemers, and Max Weiss 

  

CALL TO ORDER: (00:01) Mayor Briney called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  Roll call was taken.   

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA (00:49) –Commissioner Marchello motion to approve the 

proposed agenda.  Commissioner Howlett second.  Commission discussion: none  Public comment 

none.   VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 

(01:32) – none 

 

RESORT TAX PRESENTATION (01:52) – This agenda item was presented by City Finance Officer 

Cindy Dooley and City Planner Kyle Roberts.  
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PUBLIC QUESTION & ANSWER ONLY (TO HELP UNDERSTANDING OF THE RESORT 

TAX) (38:24)-Mayor Briney asked if there were any questions from the Public regarding the Resort Tax 

proposal.  Commissioner Howlett thanked Cindy and Kyle for the easy to understand format.  Mayor 

Briney also thanked Cindy and Kyle as well as the Economic Development Council for all the hard work 

and many hours.   

 

Max Weiss asked how the majority of the Resort Tax would be paid by the tourist when then tourist are 

only here for 90 days.  City Finance Officer Dooley explained that the majority of the lodging tax is paid 

by tourist therefore the tourist would be paying the majority of the tax.  Mr. Weiss then asked how 

funding streets would bring more business.  Mr. Weiss commented that he did not agree with this 

statement.  Mr. Weiss also asked about the comparison cities.  City Finance Officer Dooley answered 

Columbia Falls expects to collect $400,000.00 in Resort Tax.   

 

Lee Manicke asked if there would be taxes on golf season and daily passes.  City Finance Officer Dooley 

answered yes.  Mr. Manicke asked about the aquatic center.  Finance Officer Dooley answered she wasn’t 

certain if the aquatic center were considered recreation.  That would have to be researched.  Mr. Manicke 

then asked about baseball games.  City Finance Officer Dooley answered yes, gate admission and 
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concessions would be taxable.  Mr. Manicke then asked about tournaments that the schools hold.  City 

Finance Officer Dooley answered that if the tournament was for the school it would be exempt.  Mr. 

Manicke asked about tax exempt entities.  City Finance Officer Dooley gave an example if the Elks were 

holding a dinner that was being served to non-Elk members then yes, that would be taxable.  Mr. Manicke 

then asked about the list of taxable items.   One of the items is batteries.  Will this include smoke detector 

batteries, hearing aid batteries?  Commissioner Martin commented that the list should be updated and 

remove batteries.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING (59:33) – Mayor Briney opened the Public Hearing at 8:14 p.m.  

 

Lee Manicke suggested increasing the Property Tax Relief to 25% instead of the 17%  The cities of 

Whitefish and Columbia Falls have the 25% Property Tax Relief 

 

Larry Ashcraft commented that the other cities are not Polson.  There is nothing here in Polson year-

round.  Also the other cities do not have the Tribal Exemption to deal with.  Change the Resort Tax to 4 

months for 10 years instead of the 12 months for 20 years.  It would be better.   

 

Mayor Briney closed the Public Hearing at 8:21 p.m. (01:06:38)  

 

Prior to adjourning Mayor Briney asked the Commission if Action Minutes are agreeable.  The 

Commission stated yes Action Minutes are agreeable. 

 

Adjourn (01:06:49) - Commissioner Howlett motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Martin second.                

VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried.   

 

ADJOURN: 8:22 p.m. 

 

________________________________              ATTEST: __________________________________ 

     Mayor Paul Briney                                                                    Cora E. Pritt, City Clerk 


