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 CITY OF POLSON                            

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Commission Chambers                   September 9, 2020                         7:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Briney, Commissioners, Isbell, Howlett, Marchello, Martin, Moll, Pardini, 

Interim City Manager Wade Nash and City Clerk Cora Pritt  

 

OTHERS PRESENT (who voluntarily signed in):  Gerry Browning, Dave, David C., Cindy Dooley,      

Lita Fonda, Scott Heisel, Maria Hirsch, Murat Kalinyaprak, Will Lambson, Lee Manicke, Ed Meece, 

Kristi Neimeyer,   Preston Parish, Kyle Roberts, and Jim Thaden 

  

CALL TO ORDER: (00:02) Mayor Briney called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  Roll call was taken.   

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGENDA (01:17) –Commissioner Howlett motion to approve the 

proposed agenda.  Commissioner Marchello second.  Commission discussion: none  Public comment 

none.   VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON SIGNIFICANT MATTERS TO THE PUBLIC NOT ON THE AGENDA 

(02:10) – none 

CONSENT AGENDA (02:28) - a. June 30, 2020 Claims, b. August 15-31, 2020 Claims, c City 

Commission Electronic Public Hearing Minutes August 17, 2020, d. City Commission Written Summary 

Public Hearing Minutes August 17, 2020, e City Commission Electronic Meeting Minutes August 17, 

2020, f. City Commission Written Summary Meeting Minutes August 17, 2020, g City Commission 

Electronic Workshop Minutes August 20, 2020,  h. City Commission Written Summary Workshop 

Minutes August 20, 2020, i City Commission Electronic Public Hearing Minutes August 24, 2020 @ 6:30 

p.m., j. City Commission Written Summary Public Hearing Minutes August 24, 2020 @ 6:30 p.m. , k 

City Commission Electronic Public Hearing Minutes August 24, 2020 @ 7:15 p.m., l. City Commission 

Written Summary Public Hearing Minutes August 24, 2020 @ 7:15, m. City Commission Electronic 

Special Meeting Minutes September 3, 2020, n. City Commission Written Summary Special Meeting 

Minutes September 3, 2020.  Commissioner Howlett motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  

Commissioner Moll second.  Commission discussion:  Commissioner Martin asked about the 

$153,000.00 payment to Montana Municipal Interlocal Authority.  City Finance Officer Dooley answered 

it was the Premium for the year.  Public comment: none  VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried 

                                                        
Prior to the City Manager Comments, Mayor Briney commented that the City of Polson sends 

condolences to the Avison family in the recent passing of Ken Avison. He was a man of many talents.  

Ken was a strong supporter of education in the schools.  He will be missed in the community.   

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS (06:54) - Interim City Manager Wade Nash commented that during 

the recent wind storm the Riverside City Park dock was damaged.  The park is open but the dock is 

closed.  Also, a life-long member of the community sent a letter complimenting the Park staff for the 

excellent condition of the parks.  All of the parks all over town are in great condition and a wonderful 

place for people to gather.   

 
 

LAKE COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION-PARTNERS YEAR-END 

REPORT (10:05)-Marie Hirsch, Lake County Community Development Corporation presented this 

agenda item.  Marie gave the following report:  
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GERRY BROWNING CANDIDATE OFR HOUSE DISTRICT 12 INTRODUCTION (22:40)-

Candidate Gerry Browning wanted to introduce herself to the Commission.  Gerry has lived in Polson for 

over 30 years and owned businesses on Main Street.  Gerry understands the challenges to the local 

business community.  Gerry’s outlook is to earn money and spend it wisely.  Let’s work together to work 
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out the issues and find answers.  Commissioner Howlett commented that Gerry has all the qualifications 

to be a good representative.  Mayor Briney commented that Gerry has some great kids.  Gerry then asked 

if anyone had any questions.  Murat Kalinyaprak asked how a democratic candidate could be in support of 

a Resort Tax.  Gerry explained that she had been on the Economic Development Council and had 

researched Resort Tax.  It is the least troublesome tax to the citizens of Polson.  Interim City 

Commissioner asked Murat to please hold his questions and comments until the Resort Tax agenda item.   

 

ERIC BARSNESS IMPACT FEE REVIEW/MODIFICATION REQUEST (37:37) – City Planner 

Kyle Roberts presented this agenda item.  Mr. Barsness has requested that the Impact Fee be waived for 

his lot which he sub-divided.  The sewer line was put in 16 years ago.  An Impact Fee Review Board was 

assembled; Beth Smith, Ashley Walker, Wade Nash, Kyle Roberts and Commissioner Moll and Pardini.  

After reviewing the request, the Review Board reached a decision of denial of the request due to the fact it 

had exceeded the 10 years since the system had been improved.   Commissioner Howlett motion to not 

waive any assessed Impact Fees for Eric Barsness on Lot 3-1.  Commissioner Martin second.  
Commission discussion:  none  Public comment: none  VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried  

 

RESOLUTION 2020-TBD, PRESENTING THE QUESTION OF A RESORT TAX TO THE 

ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF POLSON ON A JANUARY 20201 SPECIAL ELECTION 

BALLOT (44:04)-City Finance Officer Cindy Dooley & City Planner Kyle Roberts presented this 

agenda item.  There was a Public Hearing conducted with the Commission on August 24, 2020.  The City 

has received good feedback.  Also, the Economic Development Council met and updated the Luxury 

Items list and created a list of Exempt Items.  Mayor Briney asked if the 25% Property Tax credit 

mentioned by Lee Manicke was considered.  City Finance Officer Dooley answered yes, but the City 

would like more money to go to the streets.  Commissioner Martin motion to approve Resolution 

2020-TBD, to present the question of a Resort Tax to the Electors of the City of Polson on a 

January 2021 Special Election Ballot.  Commissioner Moll second.  Commission discussion:  

Commissioners Marchello, Martin, Howlett, Pardini, and Isbell all spoke in favor of the Resort Tax going 

before the Electors.   Mayor Briney also agreed with the Commission.  Public Comment:  Murat 

Kalinyaprak commented that it seemed the Commission had already voted.  Each Commissioner had 

expressed their vote.  Mayor Briney pointed out that he had asked for Commission discussion.  The 

Commission were only stating their opinion.  There was no vote taken.  Mr. Kalinyaprak commented that 

there was not enough time to participate in the Public Hearing.  The figure of $700,000 is exaggerated in 

Mr. Kalinyaprak opinion.  There are no real numbers for Polson.   VOTE: Unanimous Motion carried 

 

CITY MANAGER EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT-EDWIN MEECE (01:10:06)- City Finance 

Officer Cindy Dooley presented this agenda item.  The contract will be a two year contract with a base 

salary of $84,000.00 plus benefits.  There will also be Performance Reviews.  Mr. Meece will begin 

October 1, 2020.  Mayor Briney thanked the Negotiation Committee, The Search Committee for their 

patience, and the office staff.  This has been something of a grind.   Commissioner Martin thanked the 

city staff and Wade Nash for stepping up.  Wade has done an exceptional job.  Commissioner Martin 

motion to approve the City Manager Employment Agreement with Edwin R. Meece as presented in 

both form and substance.  Commissioner Moll second.   Commission discussion:  none  Public 

Comment:  Ed Meece thanked the Commission for this opportunity to participate.  It will be an honor to 

serve.  VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried   Mayor Briney thanked Wade Nash for stepping in.  

Interim City Manager Nash commented that it was one month shy of two years and that he has learned a 

lot.   

 

COMMISSIONER MARTIN RESIGNATION (01:17:07) – Mayor Briney presented this agenda item.   

Mayor Briney read Commissioner Martin’s Letter of Resignation stating the reason for the resignation 

was the fact that he is moving out of the area.  Mayor Briney thanked Commissioner Martin for his 

service and expertise, especially during the construction of the wastewater recovery facility, you will be 

missed.  Commissioner Martin commented that he will miss serving.  He also endorsed David Coffman as 

an applicant for Commissioner Ward 2.  Commissioner Howlett commented that she hated to see 
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Commissioner Martin leave.  She respected his opinion.  Commissioner Marchello motion to accept 

Commissioner Martin’s Resignation.  Commissioner Marchello commented he hated to see 

Commission Martin leave.  They had some good times.  Commissioner Isbell second.  Commission 

discussion:  Commissioner Isbell thanked Commissioner Martin.  The Commission hates to see him go.  

Commissioner Moll wished Commissioner Martin good luck.  It’s been fun.  Public comment:  Gerry 

Browning wished Commissioner Martin well.  She thanked the Commission for the Resort Tax. Interim 

City Manager Nash commented that he greatly appreciated working with Commissioner Martin.  

Commissioner Martin has listened to the citizens of Polson.  He will be greatly missed.  Murat 

Kalinyaprak commented that he lives in Ward 2.  He won’t be applying but this discussion brought back 

memories.  VOTE: 6 ayes 1 abstain.  Motion carried 

 

Prior to adjourning Mayor Briney asked the Commission if Action Minutes are agreeable.  The 

Commission stated yes Action Minutes are agreeable. 

 

Adjourn (01:24:14) - Commissioner Marchello motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Howlett second.                

VOTE:  Unanimous Motion carried.   

 

ADJOURN: 8:24 p.m. 

 

________________________________              ATTEST: __________________________________ 

     Mayor Paul Briney                                                                    Cora E. Pritt, City Clerk 


